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FOREWORD

This textbook, based on the new syllabus, is a part of the package meant for Class X students. It
comprises the Main Course Book for intensive study, The Literature Book (Supplementary Reader)
for extensive study and development of Reading skills and A Practice Book of English Grammar and
Composition for further developing different language skills. These books aim at making the teaching
and learning of English an interesting exercise by presenting a variety of real-life situations. The main
objectives of teaching English at this stage are:

1 todevelop communicative skills to enable the learners to perform different language functions
2 tohelp them develop their cognitive and affective faculties
3 topromote the skill of reading a text intelligently and imaginatively

4  toenrich the learner’s vocabulary, both active and passive

The course is learner-centred. The learner is also encouraged to think creatively through questions
given in each lesson. There are different types of exercises : Comprehension, Vocabulary, Grammar
and Usage, Pronunciation and Composition:
1  Comprehension exercises are meant to develop factual, inferential and global comprehension which
will deepen students’ understanding of lesson.
Vocabulary exercises are meant for vocabulary enrichment and development of reference skills.
3 Grammar and Usage sections contain a wide variety of exercises of different areas of functional
grammar.
Composition section is used to help learners communicate and express themselves effectively.
5 Some practice in the Pronunciation of words is given in each lesson to enable the students to speak

correct English.

The book in hand has been prepared by Dr D.V. Jindal, External Faculty Member, Central Institute of
English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad and vetted by Dr (Mrs) Pushpinder Syal, Reader,
Department of English, Panjab University, Chandigarh.

It is hoped that the textbook would meet the learners’ need and help them develop the important

language skills and use English effectively and meaningfully for the purpose of communication.

We would gratefully welcome comments and suggestions from teachers, experts and students as well,
to improve this book further.

‘e famt, mfgaraaT w3 Chairman
ure fareat fegmar, dam | Punjab School Education Board
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1 TheHappy Prince

[ The Happy Prince was a beautiful statue. He was covered with gold. He had sapphires
for eyes and a ruby in his sword. Why did he want to part with all the gold and the precious
stones that he had ?]

1. Highabovethecity, onatall column, stood the statue of the Happy Prince. Hewasgilded all
over withthinleavesof finegold; for eyeshehad two bright sapphiresand alargered ruby glowed on
hissword hilt.

Onenight thereflew over thecity alittle Swallow. Hisfriendshad goneaway to Egypt Six weeks
before, but he had stayed behind ; then he decided to go to Egypt too.

All day long heflew, and a night timehearrived at thecity.
“Whereshal | put up 7’ hesaid, “I hopethetown has made preparations.”
Then he saw the statue on thetall column.

“I will put upthere’, hecried. “Itisafineposition with plenty of freshair.” Sohealightedjust
between thefeet of the Happy Prince.

2. “l'haveagolden bedroom”, hesaid softly tohimself ashelooked around, and he prepared to go
todeep; but just ashewas putting hishead under hiswing alargedrop of water fell onhim. “What a
curiousthing!” hecried “ Thereisnot asinglecloud inthe sky, the starsare quite clear and bright, and
yetitisraning.”

Then another dropfell.

“What istheuseof astatueif it cannot keep therain off 7’ hesaid. “1 must look for agood
chimney pot” and hedetermined to fly away.

But before he had opened hiswings, athird drop fell and helooked up and saw Ah! What did
he see?

Theeyesof theHappy Princewerefilled with tearsand tearswere running down hisgolden
cheeks. Hisfacewas so beautiful inthe moonlight that thelittle Swallow wasfilled with pity.

“Whoareyou ?’ hesaid.

“1 amthe Happy Prince.”
“Why areyou weeping then 7’ asked the Swallow. “ You have quite drenched me.”

“When | wasalive and had ahuman heart,” answered the statue, “ | did not know what tears
were, for | lived inthe Palace, where sorrow isnot allowed to enter. My courtierscalled me the Happy
Princeand happy indeed | was. So| lived and so | died. And now that | am dead they have set meup
hereso highthat | can seetheuglinessand dl themisery of my city and though my heartismadeof lead
yet | cannot choose but weep.”

“What ! Ishenot solid gold 7’ said the Swallow to himself. Hewastoo politeto make any
persona remarks.

3. “Faraway,” continuedthestatueinalow musica voice, “far away inalittle treet thereisapoor
1



house. Oneof thewindowsisopenandthroughit | can seeawoman seated at atable. Her faceisthin
and worn, and she has coarse, red hands, all pricked by the needle, for sheisaseamstress. Sheis
embroidering flowerson asatin gown for theloveliest of the Queen’smaidsof honour, to wear at the
next Court bal. Inabedinthecorner of theroom her littleboy islyingill. Hehasfever, andisasking his
mother to give him oranges. Hismother hasnothing to givehim but river water, so heiscrying. Svalow,
little Swallow, will you not bring her the ruby out of my sword hilt ? My feet arefastened to this
pedestal and | cannot move.”

“l amwaitedfor in Egypt,” saidthe Swallow. “My friendsareflying up and down theNile, and
talking tothelotusflowers. Soonthey will gotodeep.”

The prince asked the Swallow to stay with him for one night and be hismessenger. “Theboy is
sothirsty, and themother so sad,” hesaid.

“l don’'tthink I likeboys,” answered the Swallow. “| want to goto Egypt.”

But the Happy Princelooked so sad that thelittle Swallow was sorry. “ Itisvery cold here,” he
said. But he agreed to stay with him for one night and be hismessenger.

“Thank you, little Swallow,” said the Prince.

The Swallow picked out the great ruby from the Prince’ssword, and flew away withitinhis
beak over theroofsof thetown.

4.  Hepassed by the cathedra tower, wherethe white marble angelswere scul ptured. He passed
by the palace and heard the sound of dancing. A beautiful girl came out on the balcony with her [over.

“1 hopemy dresswill beready intimefor the Stateball,” shesaid. “1 have ordered flowersto be
embroidered onit, but the seamstressesare so lazy.”

He passed over theriver, and saw thelanternshanging onthemastsof theships. At last hecame
to the poor house and looked in. The boy wastossing feverishly on hisbed, and themother had fallen
adeep, shewassotired. Inhe hopped, and laid thegreat ruby on thetable bes dethewoman’sthimble.
Then heflew gently round the bed, fanning the boy’ sforehead with hiswings. “How cool | fed!”, said
theboy, “I must be getting better” ; and he sank into adeliciousslumber.

Thenthe Swallow flew back to the Happy Prince, and told him what hehad done. “Itiscurious’
heremarked, “ but | feel quitewarm now, athoughitissocold.”

5. “Thatisbecauseyou havedoneagoodaction,” said the Prince. And thelittle Swallow beganto
think, and thenfell adeep. Thinking dwaysmade him deepy.

When themoon rose, heflew back to the Happy Prince. “Haveyou any commissionsfor Egypt
?" hecried.“l amjust starting.”

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “will you stay with meonenight longer 7’

“l amwaited for in Egypt,” answered the Swallow.

6. “Swalow, Swdlow, little Swalow,” said thePrince, “far away acrossthecity | seeayoung man
inagarret. Heisleaning over adesk covered with papers, and intheglassby hissidehereisabunch
of witheredviolets. Hishair isbrownand crisp and hislipsarered asapomegranate, and hehaslarge
and dreamy eyes. Heistryingtofinishaplay for the Director of the Thesatre, but heistoo coldtowrite
any more. Thereisnofireinthegrate, and hunger hasmadehimfaint.”

“I will wait withyou onenight longer,” said the Swallow, who really had agood heart. He asked
if heshouldtake another ruby to theyoung playwright.
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7. “Alas! | havenoruby now,” saidthePrince. “My eyesareadl that | haveleft. They are made of
rare sapphires, which were brought out of Indiaathousand yearsago.” He ordered the Swallow to
pluck out oneof themandtakeittotheplaywright. ‘Hewill sdll it to thejeweller, and buy firewood,
andfinishhisplay,” hesaid.

“Dear Prince,” said the Swallow, “I cannot do that,” and he began to weep.

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “ do as| command you.”

So the Swallow plucked out the Prince’ seye, and flew away to the student’sgarret. It waseasy
enoughto get in, astherewasaholein theroof. Through thishe darted, and cameinto theroom. The
young man had hishead buried in hishands, so hedid not hear theflutter of thebird’ swings, and when
helooked up, hefound the beautiful sapphirelying onthewithered violets.

“1 ambeginning to be appreciated,” hecried. “ Thisisfrom somegreat admirer. Now | canfinish
my play,” and helooked quite happy.

8.  Thenext day the Swallow flew down on the harbour. He sat onthe mast of alargevessel and
watched the sailorsworking. “1 am goingto Egypt,” cried the Swallow, but nobody minded, and when
themoon rose heflew back to the Happy Prince.

“1 have cometo bid you goodbye,” hecried.
“Swallow, Swalow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “ will you not stay with meonenight longer 7’

“Itiswinter,” answered the Swallow,” and the snow will soon be here. In Egypt thesuniswarm
onthegreen pamtrees, and the crocodileslieinthemud and look lazily about them.”

“Inthe square below,” said the Happy Prince, “there standsalittle match girl. Shehaslet her
matchesfall inthegutter, and they areall spoiled. Her father will beat her if shedoesnot bring home
some money, and sheiscrying. Shehasno shoesor stocking, and her littlehead isbare. Pluck out my
other eye, and giveit to her, and her father will not beat her.”

“1 will stay with you onenight longer”, said the Swallow, “ but | cannot pluck out your eye. You
would bequiteblindthen.”

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “ do as| command you.”

So he plucked out the Prince' sother eye, and darted down with it. He swooped past the match
girl, and dipped thejewel intothe palm of her hand.

“What alovely bit of glass!” criedthelittlegirl ; and sheran home, laughing.

9.  ThentheSwallow cameback tothePrince. “ Youareblind now,” hesaid“so | will stay withyou
aways”

“No, little Swallow,” said the poor Prince, “you must go away to Egypt.”

“No, | will stay withyouaways,” said the Swallow, and he dept at the Prince sfeet.

All the next day he sat on the Prince’s shoulder, and told him stories of what he had seenin
strangelands.

10. “Dear littleSwalow,” saidthe Prince,” Youtell meof marvellousthings, but moremarvellous
than anythingisthe suffering of menand of women. Thereisno Mystery so great asMisery. Fly over
my city, little Swallow, and tell mewhat you seethere.”

Sothe Swallow flew over thegrest city, and saw therich making merry intheir beautiful houses,
whilethebeggarsweresitting at the gates. Heflew into dark lanes, and saw thewhitefacesof starving
childrenlooking out listlessly at theblack streets. Under thearchway of thebridgetwollittleboyswere
lyingin each other’sarmsto try and keep themselveswarm. “How hungry weare!” they said. “You
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must not liehere,” shouted the watchman, and they wandered out into therain.

Then heflew back and told the Prince what he had seen.

“1 am covered withfinegold,” said the Prince. “ You must takeit off leaf by leaf, andgiveitto
thepoor ; theliving alwaysthink that gold can makethem happy.”

Leaf afterleaf of thefinegoldthe Swallow picked off, till the Happy Princelooked quite dull
andgrey. Leaf afterleaf of thefinegold hebrought tothe poor, and thechildren’sfacesgrew rosier,
and they laughed and played in the street. “We have bread now !” they cried.

Thenthesnow came, and after the snow camethefrost. The streetslooked asif they weremade
of slver. Everybody went about infurs, and thelittle boyswore scarlet caps and skated ontheice.

11. Thepoor little Swallow grew colder and colder, but hewould not leavethe Prince, heloved him
toowell. He picked up crumbs outside the baker’s door when the baker was not |ooking, and tried to
keep himsalf warm by flapping hiswings.

But at last heknew that hewasgoing to die. Hehad just enough strength to fly up tothe Prince's
shoulder oncemore. “ Goodbye, dear Prince!” hemurmured, “Will you let mekissyour hand 7’

“l amglad that you aregoing to Egypt at last, little Swallow,” said the Prince. * You have stayed
toolong here but you must kissmeonthelips, for | loveyou.”

“Itisnot to Egypt that | angoing,” said the Swallow. “| am goingtotheHouseof Death. Death
isthebrother of deep,ishenot ?’

And he kissed the Happy Prince on thelips, and fell down dead at hisfeet.

12. Atthat moment acuriouscrack soundedinsidethe statue, asif something had broken. Thefact
isthat theleaden heart had snapped right intwo. It certainly wasdreadfully hard frost.

13. Early thenext morning the Mayor waswalking in the square below in company with the Town
Councillors. Asthey passed the column he looked up at the statue. “Dear me! How shabby the
Happy Princelooks!” hesaid.

“How shabby, indeed!” cried the Town Councillors, who always agreed with the Mayor and
they went uptolook at it.

“Theruby hasfalen out of hissword, hiseyesaregone, and heisgolden nolonger,” saidthe
Mayor, “infact, heislittle better than abeggar !”

“Little better than the beggar,” said the Town Councillors.

“And hereisactually adead bird at hisfeet !” continued the Mayor. “Wemust really issuea
proclamation that birdsare not to be allowed to die here.” And the Town clerk made anote of the
suggestion.

Sothey pulled downthestatueof the Happy Prince. “ Asheisnolonger beautiful heisno longer
useful,” saidtheArt Professor at the University.

Then they melted the statue in afurnace. “What astrange thing !” said the overseer of the
workmen at thefoundry. “ Thisbroken lead heart will not melt inthefurnace. Wemust throw it away.”
So they threw it on adust heap wherethe dead Swallow wasaso lying.

“Bring methetwo most preciousthingsinthecity,” said Godto oneof HisAngels; andthe
Angel brought Him thelead heart and the dead bird.

“You haverightly chosen,” said God, “for in my garden of Paradisethislittlebird shall sing
forever andinmy City of GoldtheHappy Princeshall praiseme.”

Oscar Wilde
4



Glossary :
gilded (verb) : coveredwithgold
Thegolden sunlight gilded the Sun.
column (noun) : pillar, a solid vertical post that supportsabuilding
Thetemplewas supported by marble columns.
drenched (verb) : completely wet
Therain drenched her clothes.
court ball (noun) : dance
Theprincessinvited theyouth of thecity for acourt ball.
coarse: (adj) rough
The skin becomes coarseinwinters.
seamstress(noun) : awomanwho earnsher living by stitching clothes
Thisseamstress can no longer stitch clothessince her eyesight isalmost gone.
hop (verb) : to move by jumping on onefoot, movein short jJumps
Thechildren hopped inthe park.
pedestal : (noun) abase or platform for astatue
A strong pedestal isrequired for thisheavy metal statue.
dumber (noun) : Sleep
Thekidwasinadeep slumber.
garret (noun) : asmall dark room at thetop of ahouse
She shifted the broken furnitureto the garret.
commissions(noun) : somespecia businessor duty
Shewas given some special commissionswhen shewas sent to U.K. asan ambassador.
grate (noun) : metal framefor holding wood or coal inafireplace
Therewasnofireinthegrate.
swoop (verb) : tofly quickly downwards
Theaircraft smooped down over the buildings.
dart (noun) : tofly straight likean arrow
Thebird darted through the open window and reached the cupboard straight.
listlesdy (adverb) : without energy
Hewalked listlessly after helost the gameto hisopponent.
crumbs (noun) : small piecesof bread or cake
The sweeper threw the crumbsinto the waste basket.
proclamation (noun) : an officia order, announcement
TheMayor issued a proclamation to ban smoking at public places.
foundry : (n) afactory where metal sare moulded into different shapes
They tried to makethismetal into an oval shapedfigureintheir foundry.
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES
A. Comprehension Questions

Answer thefollowing questions:

Wheredid the statue of the Happy Prince stand ?

How wasthe statue decorated ?

Wherewasthe Swallow going ?

Why did the swallow put up between thefeet of the Happy Prince?
Wherewerethedropscoming from ?

Why wasthe Happy Princecrying ?

Describethe seamstressinthewordsof the prince.

Why wasthe seamstress littleboy crying ?

How did both the Happy Princeand the Swallow help the seamstress?
Why did the Swallow feel warm ?

What troubled theyoung maninthegarret ?

How wasthe young man helped ?

Why wasthe match girl crying ?

The Swallow saidtotheprince, “1 will stay withyou always.” Why ?
How did the poor Swallow manageto livein so much cold ?

Why wasthe statue of the Happy Prince pulled down?

What werethetwo most preciousthingsinthecity ?

(if) Answer thefollowingin about 50 wordseach :

1
2
3.
4,
5
6

(i)

Why wasthe prince called the Happy Prince ?

“1 cannot choose but weep.” Why did the Happy Prince say so ?

Comment ontheremark —* Theliving alwaysthink that gold can makethem happy.’
Why did the Mayor didlikethe statue so much ?

Writeashort noteon the sufferingsof the poor peopleinthecity.

What isthe message conveyed by the author ?

B. Vocabulary Exercises

L ook at thefollowing sentence :
“Itisafinepostionwith plenty of freshair.”

Theword fine means good. But have you ever heard thisword el sewhere ? What areyou
supposed to pay when you arelatefor school ? That money paid by you aspunishmentisaso
calledfine.

Words like these which are identical in form but have more than one meaning are called

homonyms.
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Now fill inthe blankswith words meaning both A and B,

for example:
a A.gft present
B. thetimenow passing present
b. A.iveesde

B. afinancid ingtitution
wheremoney isdeposited ...

A.solidandrdiable ...
B.noise .

A.portray L
B.pulot

A. causeto passdown
onesthroat,gulp ...l
B.asmdl migratorybird ...l

Asut
B.nex

A.fireplace, framework of metal
barsfor holdingfudd ...
B.rubintosmal pieces ...

A.trytowintheloveof ...l
B. theplacewherelega trids
takeplace @ Ll

Studentsareliableto confuseand misusewor dsthat appear ssimilar in sound but are
different in meaning. There are many such wordsin thislesson. Fill in the blanks

choosingthecorrect word from thefollowing sets:

Youhave......... drenched me.

The patient issleeping, pleasekeep... . quiet/quite
Thepoet's.....wasfilled withjoy.

Donot huntthe...... . You can bepunishedfor it. hart/heart

Winter drynessmakesher skin.......

You need good marksto get into thisuniversity ....... coarse/course
Thereisnofireinthe.......

Shetakes....... careof her kids. grate/great
Donot...... intherain.

ThePyramidsareagredt ........... wonder/wander
They pulled downthe...... of theHappy Prince.

Pendtiesarelaiddowninthe.... statue/statute



g .. natureisthe sameeverywhere
All nationshelieveinthe............. treatment of the prisonersof war.

h. They heldtheir ....... meeting on Tuesday.
| will bearyour ...... iInmind.

i. Abirdinhandis....... than twointhe bush.

(i)  Match thefollowingwordswith their antonyms:

above destroy
plenty hodile
bright vanish
Sorrow happiness
entrance disagree
persond reject
coarse devil
delicious hedlth
drange departure
shabby below
friendly scarcity
arivd aul
disease joy

angd public
accept smooth
agree exit
misary ingpid
appear familiar
Cregte nest

C. Grammar Exercises
(i) Look at these sentences
1. Whatistheuseof astatueif it cannot keep therain off ?
2. Leaf after leaf of thefinegold the Swallow picked off.

humane/human

council/counsgl

batter/better

officid/officious

Now do you understand the difference between of and off ?Fill inthe blanksusing thesetwo

prepositions:
1. Sendmeacup........ tea.
2. lwashedthedirt....... my hands.
3. Get........ the busat the next stop.
4. Sendmeacopy .......... thisstory.
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(if)

Didyougetaday ....... thisweek ?
Shedied....... heart failure.

I[twasnice......... you to send meflowers.
Hefdl ....... the bed and broke hisleg.
Heisamember ............. the Parliament.
Sheisbetter .......... without him.

Rewritethe following sentencesin their past perfect and past perfect continuous
form:

(Past perfect tells us about action begun and completed in the past. We use ‘had’ before the
verb. Past perfect continuous tells us that the action began in the past, continued for some
time, then stopped. e.g. The town had been making all preparations.)
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Thetown hasmadeall preparations.

He passed by the cathedral tower.

You have doneagood action.

| have cometo bid you goodbye.

Hedept at the prince’ sfeet.

The Swallow flew over thegrest city.

They pulled downthe statue of the Happy Prince.
He picked up crumbs outside the baker’sdoor.
They melted the statuein afurnace.

Thepoor little Swallow grew colder and colder.

(ili) Punctuatethefollowing paragraph:

jack shouted back at hisaccuser you want to massacre 150000 peopl e for nothing spitting out
hiswordswith fury roger the senior officer in the room shouted | have never seen such a
gutdessgenerd likeyoujack.

(iv) Given below isthelist of adverbsused in thislesson.
M ake adj ectives and use them in sentences.

1. brilliantly 2. quickly
3. nervoudy 4. brightly
5. eagerly 6. carefully
7. criticaly 8. amply

9. suddenly 10. lovingly

D. Pronunciation Practice

Say thefollowingwordsaloud :

(Thepairsof wordsgivenbelow differinone soundonly intheinitial position. Thewordsontheright
start with /9 sound (asin theword seat) whilethewords on theleft start with the sound that appearsin
thebeginning of theword ship:



df - sdf an - dhin
dogn - shine socks - shocks
ap - ship gft - ahift
our - shower sort - short
an - shun seek - chic (meaning
very fashionable
and elegant)
E. Creative Writing and Extended Reading
1. Imagineyoursdf tobetheHappy Prince. Writeyour autobiography.
2. Imagineyoursdf tobetheMayor of thecity. Writeyour experiencesvis-a-visthestatueof the
Happy Prince.
3. Prepareaspeechonthetopic:
Serviceof MankindistheBest Service
4. Discussthetopic: “What Constitutes Real Happiness?” with your class-fellowsinthelight of
your study of thestory ‘ TheHappy Prince.’
5. Every good short-story hasamessageinit. Read at |east 5 short storieswritten by different
authors. Try to find the message contained in each story.
6. Writeabout :

- What you feel whenyou seethe statue of aperson.
-Whatitwould say if ithadlife
- What you think about thelifeof the personwhosestatueitis.

Just alittlefun :-

Ned callshiswifehiscounter-part
Withtruthaswell aswhim;
Sinceevery impulseof her heart

Runscounter till tohim.
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2 Whereis Science Taking Us ?

(If theaimof scienceisthe conquest of man’s environment, what should be its ultimate goal ?)

When manfirst began to think, he asked himself the deepest of all questions—aquestion
whichyou have undoubtedly asked yourself many times: What istheMeaning of Life?Whatisitall
about ?Whereareweall going ?What drivesmen ever forward to work and worry ?

And now there' san other big question—anewer question whichisbeginningtoforceitsaf into
our notice. Onethat isnot agesold ..... that has not been with ussince man first beganto think. Itis:
Whereis Science Taking Us?

First, whereissciencetaking uswith regard to ethical and spiritual values?Weknow what itis
doingwithregard to material things, for material thingsareitsdaily business; but what isit doingwith
regard to non-material things?If theanswer were‘nothingat al,” that would be bad enough ; but the
actud answer is‘lessthannothing.” Herescienceisactudly doing lessthan nothing. Itsmaterid teachings
have been so over-emphas zed that many peopl e arefloundering and wondering whether after all man
isbut amachine animated by forces over which hehasno control.

L et’sconcentrate on material things, thethingsthat form thevery stronghold of science. Look
at themachine, for instance.

Thisistheageof themachine. Machinesareeverywhere—inthefields, inthefactory, inthe
home, inthedtreet, inthecity, inthe country, everywhere. Tofly, itisnot necessary to havewings; there
aremachines. To swim under the seait isnot necessary to havegills, there are machines. Tokill our
fellow menin overwhelming numbers, there are machines. Petrol machinesaone providetentimes
more power than al human beingsintheworld. Inthebusiest countries, eachindividua hassix hundred
human davesin hismachines.

What are the consequencesof thisabnormal power ? Beforethewar, it looked asthoughiit
might bepossible, for thefirst timein history, to providefood and clothing and shelter for theteeming
population of theworld—every man, woman and child. Thiswould havebeen oneof thegreatest
triumphsof science. And yet, many atimeespecialy during thewar we have seentheworld crammed
full of food and people hungry. For that’stheway of science and the machineage. Science produces
the goods, it makesthe goods, but hasno control over the consequences.

Themachineagegivesusyear by year morehoursof leisurebut it failstoteach ushow to use
them. It gives us mechanical habitsof mind and repressesthe spirit of adventure—except along
machine-madelines. Wewill need dl our creative powersto think our way out of thesocia problems
which science hascreated for us.

It issciencethat has given usthe unexpected redistribution of theagegroups. Almost every
year, some modern drug adds a little more to the average span of life, until the upper group is
overcrowded. Inthe United States, for instance, there are aready nine million peopleover the age of
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sixty. Thistalk wasdelivered around the 1950’s. Infifteen years' time, thisnumber will reach the
astonishing figureof forty-fivemillion. Whoisto keep them ?1t will need somereadjustment.

And so science goeson raising itsproblems. Compared with our fundamenta question-What
isLife ?—theseproblemsmay seemto beof lessimportance. But they arenot really so.

What ishappening isthat scienceis creating problemsfaster than they can besolved. Manis
strugglinginasort of viciouscircle, dwaysstriving to catch up and never getting nearer. And thereare
no signsthat theglut of discoveriesiscoming to anend. War istheworst example; science has pushed
it sofar forward that ethicsand mora sarefloundering hopel esdy behind.

It makesonesometimesask : What isscienceredly after?What areitsams?What isitsgoa ?

ltsaimsseemtobeobvious. They arematerid, of course. Oneaimisthecompleteunderstanding,
indeed theconquest, of man’senvironment ; theconquest of everything materid, bigor small, bringing
all powerswithinman’sreach.

Theother aimistheunderstanding of all the mysteriesthat liewithinthe human body —the
materid mysteries, theinnumerablechemical and physical actionsthat makethe body work.

If thesearetheapparentaimsof science, surely they cannot represent the ultimategoal. The
ultimategod, if thereissuchathing, must betheunderstandingof everything that makeslifeworthwhile,
theenrichment of all that lifemeans. That goesbeyond materia things; for man needsmorethanfood
and shelter and clothing and the understanding of what goeson within hisstomach.

What isreally needed in the world today, perhaps more than ever before, isnot some new
world-shattering discovery innuclear physics, or somebreeth-taking discovery in chemistry or medicine.
Theadvancefor whichtheworldiswaiting ; beyond any doubt, isasmal advance—adight advance—in
charity, inunderstanding, forbearance, tolerance, justiceand mercy. That iswhat theworldiswaiting for,
andwaiting rather anxioudy.

But charity, and tolerance, and forbearance, and the understanding of one another are non-
materia matters. And in non-materia things-inthesmplest socia things-science hasbeen helpless. It
cannot even hel p usto distinguish good fromevil.

May bethiswill not dwaysbe so. Who knows ? It isquite probablethat someday sciencewill
effect animprovement inthehuman brainitself. Not astructural improvement, for in structurethe
human brainisthegreatest miracleof al ; itsunderstanding will comelast. But theremight well bea
functional improvement. That isfar from fantastic. The advancesin sciencemight oneday well increase
the capacity and reasoning power of thehuman brain.

| should say thereislittle doubt that man will one day improve on the natural man, raise his
intellectual status, and givehim greater power of reasoning and understanding. Hemight have sufficient
reason and understanding to abolish war. Whether that will be so, whether and when hewill havea
better understanding of hisfellow men ..... that remainsto be seen.

It bringsusback to thequestion : Whereis Science Taking Us ? Despite the present vicissitudes,
wearegoing somewhere. Therearetroublesometimes ahead. But thosewho fear for thefuturearethe
craven (cowardly) in spirit ; for lifeisbecoming more and moreinteresting, intriguing and exciting. |
wish | had another hundred years.

Dr. SW. Pennycuick
From a Broadcast Talk from ADELAIDE, Australia
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Glossary :
ethical : (adj) connected with beliefsand principlesabout what isright and wrong
Isit ethical to promote smoking through advertising?
spiritual : (ad)) connected with the human spirit
People have set aside spiritual valuesand do what they fedl like.
animated: (adj) : full of lifeand activity
Inthe TV show, the cartoonswere quite animated.
overwhelming : (adj) very good or very strong
Shefelt an overwhelming desireto go home.
flounder : (verb) to struggleto say something
When hewas asked difficult questionsat theinterview, hebegan to flounder helplesdly.
forbearance : (noun) being patient and sympathetic
| thanked him for hisforbearance.
vicissitude: (noun) changein circumstances
Weadll haveto gothrough al thevicissitudesof our lives.
intriguing : (adj) unusua but interesting, secret and suspicious
Theexpedition to the Marshasrai sed intriguing questions.

LANGUAGE EXERCISES

A. Comprehension Questions

(i) Answer thefollowing questionsin your own wor ds:
1. Why doesthe author of "Whereis Science Taking Us say that Scienceisdoing lessthan
nothing ?
What are machinesdoing for thehumans?
What isthegreatest triumph of Science?
What are the consequencesof war ?
“Today the upper age group isovercrowded.” Why ?
What has happened to the ethicsand moralsinthe modern world ?
What isreally needed in theworld today ?
Why doesthe author of "Whereis Science Taking Us wishto liveanother hundred years ?

O N A WN

(it) Answer thefollowing questionsin about 50 wordseach :
1. Listthemateria triumphsof Scienceand the non-material necessitiesto maketheworld a
better place.
2. What should betheultimateaim of Science?
B. Vocabulary Exercises
0 A synonymisaword whichiseither identical in sense or hasthe same meaning asthe other
word. Intheexercisewhichfollows, somewordshavebeen takenfromthislesson. Thesynonym
of eachword under columnA rhymeswith the other word given under column C. Try tofill up
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theblanksin column B with thesynonymsof wordsunder A. Thefirst oneisdonefor you.

A B C
1. fury rage page
2. began parted
3. consequence insult
4, conquest higory
5. ethicd ord
6. apparent tedious
7. tolerate tear
8. chaity ... netion
0. ufficent rough
10. abolish mend
(i) Match thewordsunder Awith their antonymsunder B:
A B
materid destructive
forward defest
necessary more
cregtive unnecessary
triumph Spiritud
less backward
obvious injustice
ultimete aul
judice intid
improvement unclear
exdting deterioration

(iii) Look at theitalicized wordsin thefollowing sentences:
1. Tokill our fellowmeninoverwhel ming numbers, there are machines.
2. Materid teachingshave been over-emphasized.

3.  Whatisneeded today isnot some new world-shattering discovery in nuclear Physicsor some
breath-taking discovery in chemistry or medicine....

Thesearecompoundwords. They areformed by joining two s mplewords. An additiontothebeginning
of thewordisaprefix and an addition to the ending isasuffix.

Seeif you can make some more meaningful wordsby using over and under as prefix or suffix.

......... am
..... come ceeen.n. do
....... line veeeen....ground
pul .......
...... edimate ... 80€
....... statement ceeee.. pants
........... current vev...... Charge



C. Grammar Exercises

(i) Rewritethefollowingin Direct speech:

a.  Theminister said that he had spoken about therightsof thecitizensinademocracy. Hewent
onto say that hemust speak about the citizen’sresponsbilitiestoo.

My mother advised menot to waste my time during the holidaysbut to do some useful reading.

c.  Theschool inspector said that he had been very pleased with the school. He added that he
wished to congratul atethe principa and the staff.

d. Theboyssadtotheteacher that they hadn’t understood the question and they requested her to
explainitoncemore.

(i) Changethevoicein thefollowing sentences:
He has passed the examination.

You must speak thetruth.

You shouldfollow your uncle sadvice.
She can sing asong now.

Ramwill passthetest.

Why did you abusehim?

| havetodoit.

Hewill bearrested soon.
Shecannottell alie.

Thismust be accepted.

© o N gk owDdPRE
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(iii) Putthewordsinthebracketsintothe'be-goingto’ form (Present Tense)
a  You(miss)your bus.
Ans. You are going to missyour bus.
b. Themanwithabrick inhishand (throw) it at the dog.
We arewearing red clothesand the bull (attack) us.
| (not deep) inthisroom, itisdirty.
Dueto sometechnicd fault, the aeroplane (crash).
They (make) alot of money out of thisdedl.
| (collect) my new dressthisevening.
I’vereminded you once; | (not do) it again.
He(smuggle) thisgold out of thecountry.
Look at theclouds. It (rain)

SQ@ ™t o a0
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D. Pronunciation Practice

Note that thewordsgiven below contain thevowel sound/i :/,long vowel sound asin beat, seat,
heat, keep etc. Say thesewordsaloud :

each weep receive police foetus
lead keep brief ravine people
sea tree dege i quay

(pronounced like key)
Notethat the same sound has different spellingsin different words.

E. Creative Writing and Extended Reading

1.  Writeashort essay onany oneof thefollowingtopics:
a. Scienceand Human Happiness
b. Advantagesand Disadvantagesof Science
c. Your Ideaof Happiness
2. Discussthefollowing topicswith someof your class-fellowsunder the guidance of your
teacher.
a. Ismanredly happier today than hisforefathers?
b. Mantoday isnot amaster, but adave of the machines.
3.  Puttogether your ideasonthefollowing topicwiththehelp of atable:

Science
Advantages | Disadvantages

4.  Onthebasisof theaboveideas, sum upthetopic* Scienceand Human Happiness’. You have
to consider : how much has science added to human happiness ?

5. (&) Withanother classmate, make achart showing what man can do and what machinescan
do. Later comparethischart with those made by other classmates.
(b) Divideyour classinto two groups. Onegroup can prepareto speak “ for” and the other
“against” the topic.
‘“We are happier than our forefathers.’

6. Seesome picturesof World Wars on the Internet. What do you see about the weapons,
machinesetc. used inthesewars? Some of you can tell the class about the use/misuse of
Scienceinwars.

Just alittle fun :

Doctor Bdll fell downthewell
And broke hiscollar-bone.
Doctorsshould attend the sick
Andleavethewel done.

00 o% o% o%
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(i) Character of aHappy Man

[ Theidea conveyed in this poemisthat those who have lesser caresand ambitionsin life
are the most contented people. Those who are truthful and modest and do not fall a prey to pride
and vices and have faith in God and honesty are truly happy.]

How happy isheborn or taught
That serveth not another’swill ;
Whose armour ishishonest thought,
Andsmpletruth hisutmost skill !
Whose passionsnot hismastersare, 5
Whosesoul isstill prepared for death ;
Untied unto theworld with care
Of publicfameor privatebreath ;
Who enviesnonewhom chance dothraise
Nor vice ; who never understood. 10
How deepest woundsaregiven with praise;
Nor rulesof state, but rulesof good:
Who God doth lateand early pray
Moreof Hisgracethangiftstolend;
Who entertainsthe harmlessday 15
Withareligiousbook or friend ;
Thismanisfreefromservilebonds
Of hopetorise, or fear tofall ;
Lordof himsdlf, thoughnot of lands;
And having nothing, yet hathal. 20
Sr Henry Wotton
[Sr Henry Wotton was born in 1568 in Kent (UK). He was a famous poet and diplomat.
Wotton studied at Winchester and Oxford. In 1595 he was engaged by the Earl of Essex asagent
and secretary. His poems and other writings were collected in 1651.]

Glossary :
armour — defensive covering, protection
still — aways
ruin — downfall
state — estate
entertains — occupiesagreeably, utilises
servile —davish
fame —astate of being known by many people
bond —something that bindsor holdstogether
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Enjoying the Poem

1.

2.
3.
4

O N o O

What doesthe poet want to say in the poem ?
Writeanoteonthecentral ideaof the poem.
Writeasummary of the poeminyour ownwords.
Explainthelines.
“Whosearmour ishishonest thought

And simpletruth hisutmost skill !”
How doesaman becomereally happy ?
How does* areligiousbook or afriend’ give happiness?
How doesacontented man haveall without having anything?

A synonym’ meansaword withasimilar meaning. Writedown the synonymsof thefollowing
wordsfrom the poem.

passions

fame

grace

service

vice

Lifeisnot madedifficult by ahostilefate but because of our own dreamy, unrealistic desires.
Alexander Pope' spoem“ TheQuiet Life” conveysthe sameidea. Comparethetwo poems.

CZR AR AR
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3 Secret of Happiness

[N.V.Peale is an author with a positive message in life. He has written several booksin
an attempt to teach people the Art of Living. The present extract has been culled from his book
The New Art of Living.]

Dynamicsof Self-Realization

Thegreatest day inany individud’slifeiswhen hebeginsfor thefirst timetoreaize himsalf.

It happened to acollege student friend of mine once with dramatic suddenness. Hewasas
unsuccessful in hisstudiesashewasefficient upontheathleticfield.

Destiny, however, hasitsown strangeways. Oneday in aclassof Psychol ogy, our student
friend suddenly became enthralled asthe professor described how the average man fail sbecause he
doesnot learnto control and consolidate his powers. He used thefamiliar illustration of theburning
glass. Theraysof thesun, falinguponapieceof paper, havelittleeffect. L et them, however, bedrawn
by the burning glassto afocus and they create an intense heat which will quickly burnaholeinthe
paper.

The professor pointed out that the man who succeedsisthe onewho can draw hisdissipated
and thereforefutile powersto afocus. Our student said that in aflashing illumination he saw the cause
of hisownfailureandobliviousof al intheroom and under the spell of averitablenew birth leaped
tohisfeet, crying, “1 seeit ; | seeit” What had happened ?He had met himself, anewsdf, hisreal sdif,
which he never before had seen and therevel ation changed him from afailureto apotentia success, the
possibilitiesof whichwerelater abundantly realized. He was now agrand successin whatever he
choseto do.

You areGreater than you Think

In hisfamousaddresson“ The Energiesof Men” William James, agreat psychologist, said,
“Men habitudly useonly asmal part of the powerswhich they possessand whichthey might useunder
appropriate circumstances.” A scientist isreported recently to have said that an average man usesbut
twenty per cent of hisbrain power. Whenyouthink of somepeople, that soundslike optimism. Think
of it-youareusing, if youarean averageperson, only onefifthof your mental capacity.

Consider what you could make of lifeif you increased that by only fifty per cent. Inthe
personality of every individual thereisagreat reservoir of unused power. Butinmany of usjusta
miserablelittletrickleisgetting through, and onthat weliveand do our work. Thegreat secret of lifeis
to put akey into thelock, turn back the duice gatesand l et that power, like aterrific stream, flow into
your mind and persondlity. It will transformyouinto apersonof strength and effectiveness, well ableto
meet and master all circumstances. Theimportant thing to emphasizeisthat itisasource of inward
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power by whichweak personditiescan becomestrong ; divided personalitiescan becomeunified ; hurt
minds can be healed ; and the secret of peace and poise attained.

TheEscapefrom Fear

A British publishing houseissued, someyearsago, avolumeof sermons, under thetitle, If
Could Preach Only Once. One of these sermons was by Gilbert Chesterton. “If | had only one
sermonto preach.” Chesterton declared, “it would be sermon against fear.”

Why should thiseminent man of letterssingle out so ordinary an adversary ?First of al,
becausefear isoneof man’smost common enemies. It touchesevery oneof usin someway. Many
people, for example, havefinancid fears Wehavefearsof ill hedlth, anticipating thedireful consequences
of being overtaken by somebodily affliction. Wealow oursalvesto be made miserable by fear of what
the future holds or fears of the consequences of past acts and decisions. Fearsof one kind and
another haunt usand cast ashadow over our happiness.

No personisat hisbest or infull control of hispowersif heisthevictimof fear. Inmany ways
fear laysits pardyzing hand upon anindividua and becomesachief obstacleto thefull devel opment of
personality and to the achievement of successinlife. The person who wishesto become adept inthe
artof livingmust learnto conquer and subdue hisfears.

Thisisaproblem commontousall, and | want to state at the outset the encouraging fact that
any and every individual can escapefrom fear. Remember this, however —only you can conquer your
fears. Othersmay help you but ultimately you must do it your seif.

Thefirst step and, for that matter, alarge part of the campaign against one'sfearsistogeta
completeand thorough-going knowledgeof them. Bringthem out intothelight of day and watchthem
shrivel up.

A fear isnot unlikeaghodt. It frightensyou inthegloom, but thereisn’t much toit whenyou get
itintothelight. Most of thethingsonefearsnever happen ; at least they do not amount to anything. As
onefroginapond may sound like ahundred when oneistrying to sleep, so onelittle fact may be
enlarged by mental fear and distorted imaging out of al proportiontoitsrea size.

Onceinalondy cabinonadark night, deepintheNorth Woods, | heard on the porch noi sesthat
sent ashiver up my spine. It sounded likethe cautious approach of several intruders. | sat transfixed,
rooted to my chair, with every hair seemingly standing on end. Newspaper accountsof arecent murder
inthat section flashed acrossmy mind. Thisistheend, | thought, but | wasfar from being preparedtodie.
| didn't want to die; | wanted to get out of there. Finally, unable to stand the suspense longer and
desperation lending bravado, | leaped to the door and flung it open, expecting to seeawholearray of
gangsterswith machinegunsand pistols. Insteed, alittlechipmunk scurried off into thedarkness, leaving
melimp and mortified but yet thelearner of agreat lesson, namely, thatitisvery salutary to get agood
look &t your fears, and that when you do, they aremuch lessimpressivethan you had imagined themto be.

AV
FaithinHim

A great Japanese, Kagawa, apreacher and social worker, oncevisited our country. Everyone
noted that he carried about himself asense of peace and poise, an inner strength and confidencethat
wastruly remarkable. Kagawahad discovered apricel ess secret, and he gave us hissecret by saying
thatif doesashedid, “immersehimself over along periodinthegraceof God,” hewill enterintoa
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profound calm that nothing can destroy. Kagawasaid that encountering maobs, threatened by soldiers,
hurt by opponents, thecam never left him. Hiseyesight wasthreatened ; disease afflicted him : but he
never lost hiscalm. Hetestified that he was often amazed by the depth of thispeace. Thishe assured
ushehad foundin God. Inthat relationship helost hisfears.

Thereisthereal escapefromfear. Get adeep, unshakablefaith inthefact that you are not
alone, but that God watches over you and caresfor you and will bring you through al difficulties. Then
youwill havetota peaceof mind. Confidence, not fear, will beyoursforever.

Norman Vincent Peale
Glossary :

enthralled (adj) : filled with wonder and delight
| wassimply enthralled at her dance performance.
consolidate (verb) : joined together into awhole
Itisvery necessary to consolidate your resources before embarking upon any ambitious
project.
illustration (noun) : example
Givemeanillustration to explain your point.
familiar (adj) : well-known
Thenew bossisquitefamiliar withthe state of affairsashewashere 3 yearsago.
focus (noun) : acentral point, aralying point
You must bring theraysof light to afocusto producethe desired effect.
dissipated (adj) : weakened
Thesermon fired himto makeuseof hisdiss pated power to thefull and he achieved success.
futile (adj) : useless
All hiseffort to winthe game proved futile.
aflashingillumination : asudden knowledgeor realization
Inamoment of flashing illumination Lord BuddhabecameadivetotheTruthof themystery
of life.
revelation (n) : anew knowledge
It wasarevelationto methat she wasthe daughter of thebig boss.
potential (n) : having power and energy for something
| am sureof hispotential ; hecandoreal wondersinthisfield.
abundantly (adv) : inalarge measure
Shewas abundantly prai sed at the conclusion of her successful trip to the historic conference.
[
optimism(n) : looking at thebright side of things, apositiveattitude of hope
It was his sheer optimism that won him successinthetrial.
reservoir (n) : astore
Every human brainisabig reservoir of energy and power.
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1
eminent (adj) : famous
Heisaneminent personality inthispart of thecountry.
aman of letters: ascholarly person
A man of letterslike him should not commit such aminor error.
adversary (n) : enemy
Fear isman’sgreatest adversary.
direful consequences: bad, dangerousresults
You must be prepared for the direful consequencesif youinsist on going against the stream.
obstacle (n) : obstruction, hindrance
Her father’s objection becameagreat obstacleintheway of her marriage.
intruder (n) : onewho comes unseen asan enemy, an unwelcome, uninvited person
Theintrudersfrom acrossthe border generally attack the border villagesand commit several
crimes.
desperation (n) : astateof hopelessness
Inastateof desperation, hedecided to do or die and won the game.
bravado (n) : bravery
Desperation producedinhimasenseof bravado and heattacked theenemy withal hismight.
chipmunk (n) : atypeof rodent or rat
It wasnothing but asmall chipmunk that scurried off.
mortified (adj) : ashamed
| felt badly mortified when| learnt of my folly.

1V

poise(n) : astateof balance, calmness

You must not loseyour poise, especially inthishour of difficulty.
profound (ad)) : deep

Hisprofound thoughtsimpressed everyone.
afflicted (v) : caused pain and agony

Choleraafflicted thecity inabigway last year.

LANGUAGE EXERCISES
A. Comprehension Questions

(i) Answer thefollowing questionsin your own wor ds:

Whichisthegreatest day inany individud’slife?

What enthralled the student inthe Psychology class?

Didtheboy changeasaresult of therealization?

What isthereinthe persondity of every man?

How can weak personalitiesbecome strong ?

What would Chesterton preach if hehadjust onesermontodeliver ?
22
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What arethedifferent typesof fear experienced by the people?

What did theauthor of 'Secret of Happiness find when he flung open the door?
How can onehavearea escapefromfear ?

What wasthe pricel ess secret discovered by Mr Kagawa?

(if) Answer thefollowing questionsin 50 wor dseach :

1

2.
3.
4,

Describe, inyour ownwords, how the professor changed thetotal attitude of the student.
Writeasmall paragraph on‘ The Proper useof Human Energy.’

Relatetheincident of North Woodsinyour ownwords.

Write, inbrief, themessagegiven by Mr Kagawa.

B. Vocabulary Exercises

(i) Givethesynonymsof :

T T@ ™o a0 o

J.

eminent
adversary
profound
poise
obstacle
illugration
futile
abundant
conquer
total

(ii) Givetheantonymsof :

a

T T@mo o0 o

destroy
opponent
shakable
optimism
drength
ordinary
ignorance
redl

fact
cautious

(iif) Giveoneword for each of thefollowing expressions:

a

b
C.
d.
e

asciencethat studiestheworking of the human mind
aspeechfromthepulpitinachurch

onewho believesinthebright sdeof things

adaily or periodic paper that givesnewsand views
onewho doesnot believein God.
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(iv) Framesentencesto show distinction between thefollowing pairsof words:

@ P o0oow

birth-berth
familiar-familid
gae-gat
adept-adapt
mentd-mantle
root-route
peace-piece
C. Grammar Exercises

(i) Fillintheblankswith suitablearticles:

1

No g krwd

___ dogis faithful animal.

Tanujais honest girl.

| saw Americanand European at the market.

Wevisited Golden Templeat Amritsar.
Himalayashave many ranges.

| use umbrellaintherainy season.

Chandigarhis capital of Punjab.

(i) Changethefollowing sentencesinto passive voice:

Nouak~kowbdpE

(iii)

oS ks~ wbhNPE

| know himvery well.
They sought my help.
Itistimeto say goodbye.
Thisjug containsmilk.
Don't usefoul language.
My father will receiveme.
| annoyed her.

Fill in theblankswith theappropriate compar ativesor superlativesof theadjectives
givenin thebrackets:

Milkis than water. (thick)
Penis than the sword. (mighty)
Ludhianaisthe city of Punjab. (large)
Itis said than done. (easy)
Theconditionof thepatientismuch___ now. (good)
latethan never. (good)

(iv) Fillintheblankswith anon-finite

N

(to-infinitive, gerund or participle) :

Heused theillustration of the glass(burn).
Thegreat successof lifeliesin (put) akey into thelock and rel easing that terrific power.
If | had only onesermon (preach), | would preach people (shun) fear.
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4. Weadlow ourselves (make) miserableby fear.

5.  Thepersonwhowishes (become) adeptintheartof _ (live) must learn
(subdue) hisfears.
6. |sat (root) tomy chair.
7. lwanted  (get) out of there.
8. | foundthedoor (break).
9. Hedidnotlearntheart of (contral) hispowers.
10. (have) faithin God givesalot of strength.

D. Pronunciation Practice

Speakersof English should learn to distinguish between the sounds/v/ and /w/ v/ isproduced with the
help of upper teeth and lower lips./w/ isproduced by rounding thelipsasin thevowel soundin shoe
and thenimmediately spreading thelipsasinthevowel intheinitial position of theword above.
Now say thefollowing wordsaoud:

vest —west vile—while
vae—whale vine—wine
vie—why vend—wend
vent —went vim-whim
verse—worse van—wane

E. CreativeWriting and Extended Reading

1. Listoutsomepiecesof advicefor amanwhowantsto succeedinlife.
2.  Writeaparagraphon:

I. Fear, Man’sWorst Enemy

il. Faith—Man's Saviour

. Self Redlization asaKey to Success
3. Readanyoneof thebookswritten by Norman Vincent Peale:

I. ThePower of Positive Thinking

. Say AliveAll Your Life

il A Guideto Confident Living

Just alittlefun
For yearsasecret shame destroyed my peace
I’d not read Eliot, Auden or MacNeice.
But now | think athought that bringsmehope::
Neither had Chaucer, Shakespeare, Milton, Pope.
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(i) Death the Leveller

[ The idea conveyed by the poet in this poemis that death isa great leveller and it does
not have any prejudice for or against a king or a pauper, the mighty or the weak, the rich or the
poor. All bow before Death’s power. Everyone hasto yield and submit before the might of Death.
Hence man should not be proud of his great deeds.]

Thegloriesof our blood and state
Areshadows, not substantial things;
Thereisnoarmour againgt Fate;

Deathlayshisicy handonkings: 4
Sceptreand Crown

Must tumbledown,

Andinthedust beequa made

With the poor crooked scythe and spade. 8

Some menwith swordsmay reapthefield,
And plant fresh laurel swherethey kill :
But their strong nervesat last must yield;

They tamebut one another il : 12
Early or late

They stooptofate,

And must give up their murmuring breath

When they, pale captives, creep to death. 16

Thegarlandswither onyour brow ;
Then boast no moreyour mighty deeds!
Upon Death’spurplealtar now

Seewherethevictor-victim bleeds, 20

Your heads must come

Tothecoldtomb:

Only theactionsof thejust

Smell sweet and blossomintheir dust. 24

James Shirley

[James Shirley was born in 1596 in London. Educated at Oxford and Cambridge, he worked as
a schoolmaster most of hislife. His reputation as a writer rests largely on his plays. He wrote
about forty playsincluding tragedies, romantic comedies and comedies of manners. Hisfamous
songsand lyricsare found in his plays.]

Glossary :
blood —birth, parentage
sceptre —rod or staff carried by aruler asasign of power or authority
laurels —emblem of the conqueror, symbolsof victory
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captives —prisoners
victor - victim—the conqueror aswell asthe vanquished.

Enjoying the poem:
1. Whatisthethemeor thecentral ideaof thepoem ?
Writethesummary of the poeminyour ownwords.
What |esson do you get from thispoem ?
What doesthe expression‘ scytheand spade’ standfor inline8?
Do the conquerorstame death or the dead ?
Explainthelines
“Only theactionsof thejust
Smell sweet and blossomintheir dust”.
7. Writetrueor falseagainst thefollowing sentences:
(@ Thereisnoarmour against fate.
(b) Desath sparesthe mighty but punishesthewesak.
(¢) Desathcanevenkill good deeds.
(d) Deathlayshisicy handonkings.
8. Thispoemhighlightstheusdessnessof human power and might. What isthat cannot be snatched
by death ?
9. Read John Donne'spoem ‘ Death, Benot Proud’ and compare the two poems.
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4. A Gift for Christmas

Onedollar and eighty-seven cents. That wasall. And sixty centsof it wasin pennies. Pennies
saved one and two at atime. Threetimes Dellacounted it. And the next day would be Christmas.

Therewasclearly nothing that Dellacould do except throw herself onthedirty littlecouchand cry.

WhileDéellaiscrying let ustakealook at her homewhichisafurnished flat at $8 aweek. You
seesignsof poverty wherever you turnyour eyes. What el se can you expect when Della shusband,
Mr. James Dillingham Young, earnsjust $20 aweek ?

Délafinished crying. Shewent up to thelooking-glassand began to powder her cheeks. Then
shestood by thewindow and looked out dully at agrey cat walking on agrey fenceinagrey backyard.
Tomorrow would be Christmas Day, and shehad only $1.87 with which to buy Jm apresent. Shehad
been saving every penny she could for months, with thisresult. Twenty dollarsaweek doesn’'t gofar.
Expenseshad been greater than she had calculated. They alwaysare. Only $1.87 to buy apresent for
Jm. Her Jm. Oh, the many happy hours she had spent planning for something nicefor him! Something
fineandrare, worthy of the honour of being owned by Jm.

Suddenly Dellaturned away from the window and stood before the glass. Her eyeswere
shining brilliantly, but her face had lost itscolour al of asudden. Rapidly shepulled down her hair and
letitfal toitsfull length.

Now, thereweretwo possessionsof the James Dillingham Youngsin which they both took
great pride. Onewas Jm'’sgold watch that had been hisfather’sand hisgrandfather’s. The other was
Delashar.

Dellalet fall her beautiful hair anditlooked likeacascade of brownwaters. It reached below
her knees. Quickly and nervously shecombed it and did it up again. For aminute shefaltered. Tears
appearedin her eyes.

That was only for amoment. She put on her old brown jacket, she put on her old brown hat.
With her eyes shining brightly shefluttered out of the door and down the stairsto the street.

She stopped at ashop withthesign‘ M'me Sofronio. Hair Goodsof All Kinds.’ Theshopwas
located onthe second floor. Dellaran up the stairs.

‘“Will youbuy my hair 7 asked Della.

‘I buy hair,” said Madame. * Takeyour hat off andlet mehavealook at it.’

Down camethe brown cascade.

‘“Twenty dollars,” said Madame, lifting the beautiful hair with her experienced hand.

‘Giveittomequickly, said Della.

Dédlaspent the next two hoursin the storeseagerly looking for Jm’s present.

Shefoundit at |ast. It surely had been madefor Jim and no oneelse. Therewasno other likeit
inany of thestores. It wasaplatinum watch-chain, smplebut well made. It wasworthy of thewatch.
Assoonasshesaw it shedecided that it wastheright present for im. She paid twenty-onedollarsfor
it and hurried homewith the 87 centsthat remained.

When Ddllareached home, pleased with the present, she grew nervousas she thought calmly
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about what she had done. Shelooked at thereflectioninthemirror long, carefully, and critically. She
brought out her curlingironsand began to curl her hair carefully. Thetiny curlsmade her look likea
schoolboy. ‘ If Jim doesn'tkill me,” shesaid to hersdlf, ‘ before hetakesasecond ook at me, he' |l say
| look likeaboy. But what could | do-Oh! What could | do with adollar and el ghty-seven cents ?

At seven o' clock the coffee was made and everything arranged to get dinner ready. Jimwas
never late. Dellasat onthecorner of thetablenear thedoor with thewatch chainin her hand. Then she
heard hisstep on the stairs. Sheturned whitefor just amoment. She prayed, ‘ Please God, make him
think | am <till pretty.

The door opened and Jim stepped in and closed it. He looked thin and very serious. Poor
fellow, hewasonly twenty-two-and hewasburdened with afamily ! He needed anew overcoat and he
waswithout gloves. Jim'’seyeswerefixed on Della, and therewas an expressionin them that she could
not read, and it terrified her. It was neither anger, nor surprise. Hesimply stared at her with astrange
expressionon hisface.

Ddlagot off thetableand moved towardshim. ‘Jim, darling,” shecried, ‘don’t ook at methat
way. | had my hair cut off and sold it because | had to buy aChristmaspresent for you. | just had to do
it. My hair growsso fast-you don’t mind, doyou? Say “Merry Christmas! Jm, and let’ sbe happy. You
don’t know what anice—what abeautiful present I’ vegot for you."

“You' vecut off your hair 7 asked Jm, speaking with difficulty.

‘Cutitoff andsoldit,’ said Della. ‘Don’'t youlikemejust aswell, without my hair ?

Jmlooked about theroom curioudly.

“You say, your hairisgone? hesaidwithanair amost of disbelief.

“Youneedn'tlook forit,’ said Della. ‘It'ssold, | tell you - sold and gone. It'sChristmasEve,
Jm. Begoodto me, becausel didital for you.’

Jm seemed to wake up at last, and to understand. Hekissed Della. He suddenly remembered
that he had bought something for Dellatoo. Hedrew apackagefrom hisovercoat pocket and threw it
uponthetable.

‘Don’'t makeany mistake, Ddll,” hesaid, * about me. Whatever happens| shall dwaysloveyou
just the same. Now open the package and you will understand why | behaved asl did.’

Ddla swhitefingersquickly opened the package. And then at first ascream of joy followed by
aquick femininechangetotears.

For therelay The Combs—theset of combs, sideand back, that Dellahad seeninaBroadway
window and liked so much. They were beautiful combs, so expensive and they were hersnow. But
alas, the hair in which shewasto wear them was sold and gone ! Shetook them up lovingly, smiled
through her tearsand said, ‘ My hair growssofast, im!’

Andthen Dedllajumped uplikealittlecat and cried, * Oh, oh I’

Jim had not yet seen hisbeautiful present. She held it out to him eagerly on her open palm.

‘Isn’titlovely, Jim ?1 hunted al over towntofindit. You'll haveto look at your watch a
hundred timesaday now. Give meyour watch. | want to seehow it looksonit.’

Instead of obeying, Jim sat down on the couch and put hishands under the back of hishead
andsmiled.

‘Déll,’ said he, ‘let’ s put our Christmas presentsaway and keepthem awhile. They aretoo nice
tousejust at present. | sold thewatch to get the money to buy your combs. And now please get the

dinner ready.’
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Glossary :
expenses (noun) : operating cost

Thesaary hegetsbarely covershisexpenses.

rare(adj) : uncommon

Itisraretofind sincerity thesedays.

possession (noun) : owning something

Thegang was caught in possession of cocaine.

cascade (verb, noun) : flowing likeasmall waterfall

Water cascaded downthestairs. The cascade madealovely scene.

falter (verb) : to become weak

Hiscouragenever faltered.

flutter (verb) : tomovequickly

Theflag fluttered in the breeze.

critically (adv) : with disapproval

Shespokecritically of her sister.

feminine (ad)) : qualities connected with women

Thisdressgivesyou atypical femininelook.

scream(verb) : loud cry

Theboyswere screaming with excitement.

LANGUAGE EXERCISES
A. Comprehension Questions

(i) Answer thefollowingquestionsin your own words:

© oo Nk WNE

=
©

11

Why wasDdlacrying ?

Describethepoverty of Dellashouse.

What typeof present had Dellaplanned for Jm?

What werethetwo prized possessionsof Jm ?

Describethe present Dellabought for Jim.

How did Dellamanageto buy thegift ?

What did Dellathink when shelooked at herself inthemirror?
What was Jim’sreaction on seeing Dellashair gone?

What explanation did Dellagiveto Jmfor getting her hair cut ?
What wasin the packagethat Jim had brought for Della?
How had Jim managed to bring the present for Della?

(i1) Answer thefollowing questionsin about 50 wor dseach :

1.

o gk owbd

Expenses had been greater than she had calculated. Why ?

Describetheincident of Della'ssdlling her hair inyour ownwords.

Why was Dellapleased with her selection of thepresent for Jm?

Why doesthe storywriter call Jm‘apoor fellow’ ?

What do you think about the expressionin Jm’seyes?Wasit shock, surpriseor anger ?Why ?
Both of them gaveeach other thegift of rarelove. How ?Explain.
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(iif) Writetrueor falseagainst thefollowing statements:
1. Jmloved Dellamorethan sheloved him.
2. Ddlacouldeasly buy apresent for Jmwithout selling her hair.
3. Ddlawasproudof being Jm’swife.
4. Boththegiftsprovedther truelovefor each other.
5. JmandDelacould dowithout gifts.

B. Vocabulary Exercises

(i) Look at the sentences:
Shewent up to thelooking glass.
Shebrought out her curlingirons.

Thewordslooking and curling are the verbs ending in-ing and have theforce of noun as
well asverb. Suchwordsarecalled ‘gerunds'.

(if) Supply suitablegerundsintheblanks:

1. lamnotinterestedin........ acelebrity. (become)
2. lamusedto...... by the phone. (sleep)

3. Ifedlike...... themountains. (climb)
4.  Yourplantsneed........ (prune)
5. Hedidn'twanttorisk ...... the boss. (annoy)
6. lamnotinterestedin...... inluxury. (live)
7.  Willithelpif wetry ... thecakeback intheoven? (put)

8. Ifedlike...... acrosstheriver. (swim)
9. lamnotusedto....... irregular hours. (work)
10. lamusedto...... overtime. (do)

Ii (@ Combinethenounswith gerundsinthetabletoform meaningful compound nouns.

fruit lorry bird farming picking
coad weight fish lifting mining
watching driving

(b)  Now combinethegerundswith thenounstoform compound nouns:

waiting diving  diving | committee pool  rink

dining swimming licence board Hdl
housing skating room
@)  Fillintheblankswith the suitableword :
1. Happinessistosorrow asstrengthisto............. (muscle/lion/weakness/strong)
2. Touchistostrikeaswhisperisto ............. (shout/kill/quiet/anger)
3. Showistowhiteashoneyisto............. (light/bee/sweet/tree)
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10.

Deepistoshallow asbold isto............. (dull/strong/timid/loud)

Bear istocubashorseisto............. (lamb/fawn/fod/kid)
Herd istodeer asbunchisto............. (people/chickens/cattle/keys)
Horseistoneighaslambisto.............. (bleat/screech/roar/yell)
Hasteisto delay ashonour isto ............. (king/judge/shame/prize)
Puppy isto dog asfawnisto............. (bear/wolf/duck/deer)
Victory isto defeat asvagueisto ............. (lose/definite/virtue/fame)

C. Grammar Exercises

(i) (c) Look at the sentences:

She put on her old brown hat.
Dellagot off thetableand moved towardshim.

When apreposition or an adverb isplaced after averb, the phrase so formed givesavariety of
meanings

Now fill in theblankswith the phrasesgiven below :
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put of f look ahead

put out look after

put on look out

put forward look up

Willyou...... my dog when | am away.
Youshould...... and makeplansfor your future.
Whilesvimmingintheses, ........ for sharks.

Hewas depressed after hisaccident, but withtime, lifebeganto.......
........ thelight, | want toread.

........ thelight, | want to deep.

Ishdl ....... my visitto Delhi till thewesather isfine.

Thenew officers....... many new suggestions.

Correct thefollowing sentences: (errorsintheuseof prepositions)

Tosavethechild hejumpedinthewell.

You haveto answer onyour misbehaviour.

Hedid not agreewith my proposal.

We should abidewiththedecisionof the management.
Hehasbeen accused for theft.

You must apol ogize from the boss on your misbehaviour.
The student assured the teacher with hishonesty.
Dellawasabsorbed with her studies.
Thenurseisattending near your father.

Heisaddicted fromdrugs.
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(i)  Rewritethefollowinginthelndirect Form of Narration:
1. “Youhavecutoff your hair 7’ asked Jm, speaking with difficulty.
“Cutitoff andsoldit,” said Della. “Don’'t youlikemejust aswell, without my hair ?’
2. “Youneedn'tlook forit,” said Della. “Begood to me, becausel didit al for you.”

3. “la’titlovey, Jm?1 hunted al over thetowntofindit. Youwill havetolook at your watch a
hundred timesaday now. Givemeyour watch. | want to seehow it looksonit.” said Dellato
Jm.

D. Pronunciation Practice

Check up thepronunciation of thefollowingwordsinthedictionary and say them aloud.

wool onion uite

lamb oven adjective
cough potato interrogative
ewe quay bury

hero suggedtion exhibition

Don't you think you should learn some phonetic symbol sto be ableto read the correct pronunciation
of wordsfromthedictionary?

E. Creative Writing and Extended Reading

1.  Continueanimaginary dialogue (started below) between Jmand Dellawhile sitting over the
dinner tableonthe ChrismasEve.
Jm: Dédla, how couldyouthink of thisgift?

DAla .o

Jm: But, why did you not tell meanything about it ?

DAla .o

Jm: Couldn't wedowithout giftsthisChristmas?

Dela .o . But you too did not disclose your plans. Why ?
Ddla Shouldwe not put them away for the next Christmas?

Jm:

2. Writeashort paragraphon:
ThePracticeof Exchanging Giftson specia occasions.

3. Discusswith your friends, thewisdom (or otherwise) of Jmand Dellainmatter of thepractice
of exchanging giftsonthe Chrissmaseve.

Just alittlefun:

Hereliesmy wife.
Herelet her lie!
Now she'sat rest
Andsoaml.
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(iii) A Ballad of Sir Pertab Singh

[ The present poem exposes and attacks the tyranny of the caste systemin India and asserts that
aman’s caste is determined not by hisbirth, but by his actions. Men of noble heart, irrespective
of their birth, belong to one caste. A true soldier isrelated to all the soldiers of theworld. He
shares a common bond of valour, courage and brotherhood with all the soldiers.]

Inthefirst year of himthat first
Was Emperor and King,

A rider cameto the Rose-red House,
TheHouseof Pertab Singh.

Young hewasand an Englishman,
Andasoldier, hiltand hedl,

And hestruck firein Pertab’sheart
Asthested strikeson stedl.

Beneath themorning starsthey rode,
Beneath theevening sun,

Andtheir blood sang to them asthey rode
That all good warsare one.

They told their talesof theloveof women,
Theirtalesof East and West,

But their blood sang that of all their loves
They loved asoldier best.

Sorantheir joy theallotted days,
Till at thelast day’send

The Shadow stilled the Rose-red House
Andtheheart of Pertal’sfriend.

When morning came, in narrow chest
Thesoldier’sfacethey hid,

And over hisfast-dreaming eyes
Shut downthenarrow lid.

Threewerethereof hisraceand creed,
Threeonly and nomore:

They could not find to bear the dead
A fourthindl Jodhpore.



‘O Mahargj, of your good race
Send usasweeper here;

A Sweeper hasno casteto lose
Evenby andienbier.’

‘“What need, what need ? said Pertab Singh,
And bowed hisprincely head.

‘| haveno caste, for | myself
Am bearing forth the dead.

‘O Maharg), O passionate heart,
Bewise, bethink you yet :

That whichyouloseto-day islost
Till thelast sunshall set.’

‘God only knows,” said Pertab Singh,
‘That which | loseto-day :

Andwithout meno hand of man
Shall bear my friend away.’

Stately and dow and shoulder-high
Inthesight of al Jodhpore

The dead went down the rose-red steps
Upheld by bearersfour.

Whendawnrditthelampof grief
Withintheburning East

There cameaword to Pertab Singh,
The soft word of apriest.

Hewoke, and even ashewoke
Hewent forthall inwhite,

And saw the Brahminsbowing there
Inthehard morning light.

‘Alas! OMaharg), das!
O noblePertab Singh'!
For herein Jodhporeyesterday
Befdl afearful thing.
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‘O herein Jodhporeyesterday
A fearful thingbefel.’

A fearful thing,” said Pertab Singh,
‘God and my heart know well

‘I lostafriend.” ‘Morefearful yet!

When down these stepsyou passed
Insight of al Jodhporeyou lost

O Maharg —your caste.’

Thenlegpt thelight in Pertab’seyes
Astheflamelegpsin smoke,

‘Thou priest! thy soul hath never known
Thewordthy lipshave spoke.’

‘My caste! Know you thereisacaste
Abovemy casteor thine,

Brahmin and Rgjput are but dust,
Tothatimmortd line:

‘Wideastheworld, freeastheair,
Pure asthe pool of death

Thecasteof dl Earth’snoblehearts
Istheright soldier’sfaith.’

Sir Henry Newbolt

[Sr Henry Newbolt (1862-1938) was a famous British poet, novelist and barrister. Born
in Bilston, Newbolt was educated at Corpus Christi College, Oxford. Hewas called to the Bar in
1887. Heisknown for his poemsabout war on land and on sea. He was an ardent believer in the
power and inspirational quality of many patriotic verse. He is the author of patriotic poems.]

Glossary :

asoldier, hiltandheel — theEnglishmanwasacompletesoldier

struck fire — wonrespect and love (from Pertab)

their blood — both being soldiers, their blood evoked inthem

sang — commonfedingsof courageand bravery for anoble cause
shadowed — adeathly slencefell ontheRose-red

stilled Houseof Pertab becauseof thedeath of hisfriend

fast dreaming — eyesthat hadlost touch with theredlity of theearth

lid — cover

creed — rdigiousfath
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alien — foregner
bier — acrudestretcher to carry the dead body
chest — oofin
dawn — morning
befell —  happened, occurred
immortal line — nobleand deathlessraceof menwholiveintheir deeds
Enjoying the Poem:
1. Rewritethepoem'A Ballad of Sir Pertab Singh' in prose (one sentencefor each stanza)
2. Writeasummary of thepoem'A Ballad of Sir Pertab Singh' in your ownwords.
3. Whatisthecentral ideaof thepoem'A Ballad of Sir Pertab Singh' ?
4. WhowasSir Pertab Singh ?
5. Why didheimmediately liketheEnglishsoldier ?
6. How didthetwo comrades spend their days?
7.  Why wasPertab Singh asked to send asweeper when the English soldier died ?
8. What wasthe problem that arose when the Englishman died ?
9. What,according to the priests, had Pertab Singh lost ?Why ?
10. Aballadisalong narrative poemwhichtellsasimplestory. Read some other famous ballads.
You can choosefrom:
() TheBaladof Father Gilliganby W.B. Yeats.
(i) ADiverting Higtory of John Gilpinby William Cowper.
(iii) RobinHood and Allen-A-Da e (Anonymous)
11. Haveyou noticed that in somestanzasthefirst linerhymeswith thethird whilein someothers,
the second linerhymeswith thefourth line ? Study theserhyming linescarefully.
12. Writeasmall paragraph on Caste System. (50-100 words)
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5 Some Glimpsesof Ancient Indian Thought and Practices

[ Sncetimesimmemorial India has always occupied a place of honour and glory in the
comity of nations. Therich culture of thisgreat country has been illumined by the great Viedas
and the Puranas, the Gita, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata and rich thoughts that these
and thousands of other Indian booksof yore are studded with. Some sel ected snippets, episodes
and gems of thought representing the ethos and philosophy of this great land are being given
here as food for thought.]

In afight between the demons and the gods once, the demonswere having an upper hand. In
desperation and anxiety, the godswent to L ord Vishnu to find out asto how they could vanquish the
demons. The Lord advised them to get amighty sword (a thunderbolt, Vaj ar patt) prepared fromthe
bonesof somegreat sage. Accordingly, the gods approached the sage Dadhi chi, agreat saint. Dadhichi
took no time in laying down hislife so that his bones could be made into an invincible weapon
(amoghadtra). Thisvictory of thegood over evil istherarest of therareexamplesof great renunciation
and sacrificethat thisculture teaches. Who can forget the supreme sacrifice of theyoung sonsof Sri
Guru Gobind Singh ? They choseto bebricked divefor thesakeof their faith and thecanonsof justice
and trueliberty. Our philosophy and thought teach usto renounce, to sacrifice, to giveaway in charity
inthered spirit of detachment. ‘ ldamNaamam' (Thisdoesnot belongto me) isthereal spirit behind
theyajnasweare called upon to perform frequently in our homes. Should corruption, greed and lust
for easy money haveany placeinacountry richwith such nobleand | ofty traditions?

Theelder onesof thiscountry, asper tradition coming down from thousandsof yearstothis
day, consider it adivineand blessed duty tofeed thebirdsflying inthe sky, theanimalsmoving about on
thisearth and theinsectslivinginsmall holesinsdetheearth. Thisnobletraditionisan ocular proof of
thefact that the peopleof thiscountry believeintheunity of life, anywhereand everywhere. * Vasudhev
Kutumbukan', the entire Universeisonefamily, isthe basi c thought that workshereand in thevarious
such ceremonieslikethetradition of ‘langar’ intheholy templesand Gurudwaras and the message of
theholy Guruscontained inthedirective: ‘ Eat only after you have shared your mea with others. (Wand
chhako).” Thisideaof distribution appliesnottofood only ; it extendswell up to the entireresources
and fundsthat areavailableto man. Do wetill need to betaught to lovethe entire mankind asour kith

and kin and respect the sanctity of lifethroughtotal non-violence?

Once, thestory goes, king Janakaof Maithil (present Bihar) called ameeting of thescholars
to discuss someticklishissue based on high philasophic thought. A well-known sagenamed Ashtavakara
(so called because of hisdeformed body) wasa so invited to thismeeting. AsAshtavakaraentered the
portalsof the palace hal and walked up the passage, some scholarsaready present thereburstintoa
derisivelaughter. How could such adeformed and misshapen person discuss high philosophy, they felt.
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Ashtavakarathundered back totheKing.” OKing! | feel ashamed of beinginvitedtothisassembly of
skinners(apersonwho dedsinanimal skins; charamkar). Itisonly askinner who measuresintelligence
or statusof apersonfrom hisskin or physical looksor the colour and shapeof hisskinor body.”

Thisput the entire assembly to shame and brought them to their kneesto beg pardon of this
great saint. Colour of theskinor shapeof thebody hasnever been ameasureof intelligenceor satus
inthiscountry. Lord Rama'seating of thetasted berriesfrom aBheel woman (a Shudrawomanwho
used to sprinklewater ontheearthwith thehelp of aleather bag) isasufficient proof of thefact that
therewas never any discrimination onthebasisof caste, creed or profession of apersoninancient
India. Oneisherealso reminded of what the enlightened sage, Swami Vivekanandasaidtoalady in
Americawho laughed at his* Ssmpl€e dress: “Madam, inyour country, itisthetailor who makesaman,
inmy country it istheintrinsic worth and character of aperson that makehimor her great.”

Isn'tit unwiseto support, tacitly or otherwise, any talk of such discrimination onsuchfrivolous
basestoday ?

Y

Thehistory of thisgreat landisfull of exampleswhereno auspiciousfunctionwasconsidered
to beheld properly without the participation of women. So much so, that if nowoman could somehow
makeit tothefunction, astatueof thewoman wascreated to mark her auspiciouspresence*. Thisonly
provesthat awomaninthis great land was never looked upon asan object of lust or sex ; shewas
alwaysconsdered adevi (goddess) , aKanjak (ayoung, unmarried girl childfit to beworshipped), the
mother of mankind, theardhangini, theinseparable but equal wheel of therathé(chariot) of life.

Thisfitly explainsChhatrgpati Shivgi’ sbowing hishead beforeawoman and respectfully restoring
her dignity asamother when somemisguided soldiersof hisvictoriousarmy presented her to Shivgji as
agift. Thistoo explainsthat the great warsin both the sacred epics, the Ramayana & the Mahabharata,
werefought for defending and upholding the honour of thismatrishakti, the powerful motherhood.
Doesthisnot put thoseto shamewho think of resorting to femalefoeticide or denying thefemale sex
their rightful placeintheaffairsof theworld?

[Theauthor, Dr D.V. Jindal issenior lecturer, PES(I), retired from SCD Govt. College Ludhiana.
Having been a member of various academic bodies at various levels, heis presently a member
of the External Faculty, Central Institute of English and Foreign Languages, Hyderabad. A
Ph.D. in Phonetics from Panjab University, Chandigarh, he is an author of several books on
Language and Literature,

* At the occasion of the Setubandh (Rameshwaram bridge) Puja, astatue of Lord Rama's ardhangini, Sita, was specially made
for the auspicious occasion.

Glossary :

desperation (noun) : astateof having no hope
In desperation, shecalled her father and asked for hishelp.

anxiety (noun) : astateof feeling nervous
Lack of sleep can causeanxiety.

vanquish (verb) : to defeat completely
Thedemonswere vanquished by the gods.
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invincible (adj) : too strong to be defeated
Thecricket team of Australiaseemedinvincible.

renunciation (noun) : theact of givingup
Gandhiji appealed to the peoplefor therenunciation of violence. Dadhichi’ssacrificewasa
nobleexampleof renunciation.

canons(noun) : principles
The canonsof great men are unshaken. He stuck to the canonsof justiceand morality till his
last breath.

lofty (adj) : very highandimpressive
Shewasalways praised for her lofty principles.

ocular (adj) : connected withtheeyes
Theaccident injured hisocular muscles. Hewas satisfied only after hehad an ocular proof.

sanctity (noun) : the state of being holy
Thesagelived alifeof sanctity. Sanctity of religiousplacesshould be maintained at all costs.
ticklish (adj) : difficult to deal with, atouchy subject
My throat isirritated by adry ticklish cough.
| found it difficult to solvethat ticklish problem.
derisive(ad)) : unkind and showing that somethingisridiculous
Shegaveashort, derisivelaugh at hisdress sense.
intrinsic (adj) : apart of thereal natureof something
Somesmall shopsareintrinsicto thetown’scharacter.
Intrinsic worthismoreimportant than professed qualifications.
tacitly (adv) : suggested indirectly
The plan received atacit disapproval. The bosstacitly supported the moveto get hisman
elected.
frivolous (adj) : silly or absurd
Do not waste your timein frivol ous pastimes.

LANGUAGE EXERCISES
A. Comprehension Questions

(i) Answer thefollowing questions:
1. What caused desperation to thegods?
Who did thegodsgo to in desperation ?
What did the Lord advisethem ?
What wasthesacrificeof saint Dadhichi ?
What isthereal spirit behind the yajnas performed in our homes?
What doesthetradition of feedingbirdsand animalsprove?
Why did some scholarslaugh at Ashtavakara ?
How did Ashtavakarareact ?

N bk
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9.

10.
11.
12.
13.

What did Vivekanandasay to thelady who laughed at hissmpledress?

What wasthe statusof womenintheancient India?

Why did Shivaji bow hishead before the woman who was brought to him asagift ?

Why, according to you, were the wars fought in the Mahabharataand Ramayanasacred ?
What does Lord Rama’'s meeting with a Bheel woman and eating thetasted berriesshow ?

(i) Answer thefollowing questionsin about 50 wor dseach:

1.

2.
3.

4,
5.

Why, according to the author, should those peopl e be ashamed of themselveswho believein
femalefoeticide?

How doesthe author support theideaof thevictory of thegood over theevil ?

What isthe basic difference between theposition of womenin society intheancient timesand
now ?

What doesthe practiceof ‘langar’ standfor?Explain.

Givean exampleto provethat inancient India, therewasno discrimination onthebasisof caste.

B. Vocabulary Exercises

(i)

(i)

Pick out theodd wor d which isnot asynonym of theword giveninitalicsin each set and
put acirclearound it.
demon  :devil,angd, fiend, imp

sage - intellectual, mystic, spirit, guru
victory :defeat, conquest, triumph, win
faith - confidence, trust, belief, perception

auspicious: holy, important, promising, impure
sacred  :blessed, secular, holy, revered

Add prefixestothegiven wor dstoformtheir antonyms:

easy  avalade respect judtice
wise  auspicious proper Separable
equa  quide honour ufficent

(iii)

L ook at thefollowing sentences:

Thisideaof distribution appliesnot tofood only ; it extendswell up to theentireresourcesand
fundsthat are availableto man.

“Madam, inyour country, itisthetailor who makesaman ; inmy country itistheintringcworth
and character of aperson that make himor her great.”

Thisonly provesthat awoman inthisgreat |and was never looked upon asan object of lust or
sex ; shewasawaysconsidered adevi.

Do you noticethe semicolon (;) in these sentences ?\When two independent clausesarelinked without
any conjunction between them ; asemicolonisinserted. We useacommaafter thefirst independent
clausewhen welink two independent clauseswith oneof thefollowing coordinating conjunctions:
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and, but, for, or, nor, so, yet. For example:

| am going home, and | intend to stay there. (comma)

| am going home; | intend to stay there. (semi coloum)

Eachof thefollowing sentencesneedseither acommaor asemicolon. Choosethe correct punctuation
mark :

1. Satishhasgiven up smoking about fivetimes......... but he cannot break the habit.

2. Ourdogseemstohaveabuilt-inaarmclock ............. hewakesusup at exactly thesametime
every morning.

3.  Thepassengersontheplanewerealarmed........... but the pilot and the crew kept their calm.

4. |redlized at oncethat somethingwaswrong........... | wasnot, however, the only personwho
was concerned.

5. I hadto completetheassignment by Sunday........... otherwise, | would havefailed the course.

6. Ramdecidedtobeadoctor ........... but hechanged hismind after heheard of thefeesof the
medica college.

7. I finished reading FreedomAt Midnight .... and then | went to bed.

8. Thearwasbeautifully clear ............itwasalovely day.

C. Grammar Exercises

()  Fillintheblanksusingthemodalsmight, should or must :

1. Yourfriendsaidyoudidn’t needtobuy her anything for her birthday, but (insstence) you............
at least get her someflowers.

2. Anjusadshewasreally busy thisweek, but | think she......... show up at the party if she
doesn't havetowork overtime.

3. My husband said hewould comeover right after work, sohe........... be here by 6:00.
4. Don'tmoveher.She........ be having someinternal injuriesbecauseof theaccident.
5 You.......... bejoking!

6. YourtriptoEurope.......... have been absolutely fascinating !

7. You......... not worry so much. Your father will beall right.

8. Thedoctor saysthatyou......... useglovesto avoid skinirritations.

9. Yourshoppingat TheMadll ......... cost you afortune.

(i) Choosethecorrect preposition :

1. Heswore.......... God that hewasinnocent. (by/in)
2. Itwasafight........ the gods and the demons. (in/between)
3. Theylive.......... thesameroof. (below/under)
4. Theywill doit......... pleasure. (with/in)
5. Dividethefood...... thetwo boys. (between/among)
6. Thereisnotruth....... what shejust said. (in/about)
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7. Shedtoodleaning........ thewall. (on/against)

8. Shepushedtheletter .......... thedoor. (under/below)
9. Theboysran...... theroad. (across/through)
10. Climb...... thetreeto get the mangoes. (on/up)

(iii) Fill intheblankswith thesuitablearticles:

Onceupon...... timetherewas....... oldwomanwholivedin...... little house. Shehadin
her garden......... bed of beautiful striped tulips. One night shewasawakened by ..... sounds of
sweet singing of birdsand the sound of some babieslaughing. Shelookedoutof .......... window.
The sounds seemedto comefrom....... tulip bed, but shecould seenothing. ........ next morning she
walked among her flowers, but therewereno signsof any onehaving beenthere........ night before.
Oon....... following night she was again awakened by the same sounds. She rose and stole softly
through her garden. Themoonwasshiningbrightly on........ tulipbed,and....... flowerswereswaying
toandfro. ......... old woman looked closely and saw, standing by eachtulip, .......... little Fairy
mother who was crooning and rockingtheflower like........... cradle, whileineachtulipcuplay .......
LittleFairy baby laughingand playing. ........ good old woman stole quietly back to her house, and
fromthat timeon shenever picked ......... tulip, nor did sheallow her neighboursto touch .......
flowers.

D. Pronunciation Practice
Check up the pronunciation of thefollowingwordsinthedictionary and say themaoud:

sauce clerk debris
yak swan chew
butcher bdlet demon
monk yacht example
cand ba cony thoroughly

Don't you think you should learn some phonetic symbol sto be ableto read the correct pronunciation
of wordsfromthedictionary?

E. CreativeWriting and Extended Reading
1. Consult your teacher and read the original booksthat containtheincidentsreferredtointhe
lesson.

2. Writeaparagraph onany oneof thefollowing:
i. Importanceof CharityinLife.
ii. Statusof WomeninAncient India
iii. Theldeaof theWorld BeingaBig Family.

3. Indiaissaidtobeacountry of richvauesand noblethoughts. How ?Discuss.
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Ask the HumanitiesForumof your school to organizeaDeclamation Contest onthefollowing
subjects:

i. Statusof Women in India—Past and Present

ii. TheMoreYou Give, theMoreYou Get

iii. VirtueisitsOwn Reward

iv. ThePleasureof Sharing Food and Resourceswith Others

v. AManisGreat not by Casteor Birth, but by hisIntrinsic Worth

vi. Woman—TheMother of Mankind

Relate, inyour ownwords, any 2 storiesfrom your study of theancient Indian scripturesthat
convey theideasof sacrifice, renunciationand charity.

Just alittlefun:
Therewasayoung lady of Crete,
Who was so exceedingly nest,
When shegot out of bed
She stood on her head,
Tomakesureof not soiling her feet.

o m—
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6 TheHome-Coming

[ Childhood isatime for constant care and nurturing. A boy of fourteen wantsto fly and seethe
world. But at the same time he needs all the affection and attention of the people who are closer
to him. What happens to a boy who leaves his home and stays with his relatives ? Is his own
home the only and real paradise for him ? This is the issue that R.N. Tagore explores in this
story.]

Phatik Chakravarti was the ring-leader amongst the boys of the village. One day a plan for new
mischief entered hishead. Therewasaheavy loglying onthe mud-flat of theriver, waiting to be
shaped into amast for aboat. His plan wasthat they should al work together to shift thelog by main
forcefromitsplaceandroll it away. The owner of thelogwould beangry and surprised, whilethey
would al enjoy thefun. Every one supported the proposal, and it was carried unanimously.

But just asthefun wasabout to begin, Makhan, Phatik’syounger brother, sauntered up without
aword and sat down ontheloginfront of themall. The boyswere puzzled for amoment. Oneof them
pushed himrather timidly, and told himto get up ; but heremained quite unconcerned. He appeared like
ayoung philosopher meditatingonthefutility of things. Phatik wasfurious.‘Makhan', hecried, ‘if youdon't
getupthisminute, Il thrashyou!”

Makhan only moved to amore comfortable position. Now, if Phatik wasto keep hisregal
dignity beforethepublic, it wasclear that he must carry out histhreat. But hiscouragefailed himat the
crisis. Hisfertile brain, however, rapidly seized upon anew manoeuvre which would discomfit his
brother and afford hisfollowers added amusement. He gave theword and commandtoroll thelog and
Makhan over together. Makhan heard the order and madeit apoint of honour to stick on. But like
thosewho attempt earthly famein other matters, he overlooked thefact that therewasperil init.

Theboysbeganto heaveat thelog with al their might calling out, “ One, two, three, go !’ At the
word‘go’ thelog went; and with it went M akhan’s philosophy, glory and all.

The other boys shouted themsel veshoarse with delight. But Phatik wasalittlefrightened. He
knew what was coming. And hewas not mistaken, for Makhan rosefrom Mother Earth blind asFate
and screaming likethe Furies. Herushed at Phatik, scratched hisface, beat him and kicked him, and
then went crying home. Thefirst act of thedramawasover.

Phatik wiped hisface, and sitting down ontheedgeof asunken bargeby theriver bank, began
tonibbleat apieceof grass. A boat came up to thelanding and amiddle-aged man, withgrey hair and
dark moustache, stepped onto the shore. He saw the boy sitting there doing nothing and asked him
wherethe Chakravartislived. Phatik went on nibbling thegrassand said : * Over there' ; but it wasquite
impossibleto tell where he pointed. The stranger asked him again. He swung hislegsto and froon the
sideof thebargeand said: ‘ Goand find out’ and continued to nibblethegrass.

But, at the moment, a servant came down from the house and told Phatik that his mother
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wanted him. Phatik refused to move. But on thisoccas on the servant wasthe master. Heroughly took
Phatik up and carried him, kicking and struggling inimpotent rage.

When Phatik entered the house, hismother saw himand called out angrily : * So you have been
hitting Makhanagain?

Phatik answered indignantly : *No. | haven't! Whotold you that | had ?

Hismother shouted : ‘ Don'ttell lies! You have.” Phatik saidsullenly : ‘1 tell you, | haven't. You
ask Makhan!” But Makhan thought it best to stick to hisprevious statement. He said : * Yes, mother,
Phatik did hitme.’

Phatik’s patience was a ready exhausted. He could not bear thisinjustice. Herushed at Makhan
and rained on him ashower of blows: ‘ Takethat, hecried, ‘and that, and that, for telling lies.’

Hismother took Makhan’ssidein amoment and pulled Phatik away, returning hisblowswith
equa vigour. When Phatik pushed her aside, sheshouted out : “What ! Youllittlevillain! Would you hit
your own mother ?

It wasjust at thiscritical moment that the grey-haired stranger arrived. He asked what had
occurred. Phatik |ooked sheepish and ashamed.

But when his mother stepped back and looked at the stranger, her anger was changed to
surprise, for sherecognized her brother and cried ; * Why, Dada! Where have you comefrom?

Asshesaid thesewords, she bowed to the ground and touched hisfeet. Her brother Bishamber
had gone away soon after she had married, and had started businessin Mumbai. Sheherself hadlost
her husband while hewasthere. Bishamber had now come back to Cal cutta’, and had at once made
enquiriesconcerning hissister. As soon as hefound out where shewas, he had hastened to see her.

The next few dayswere full of rejoice. The brother asked how the two boys were being
brought up. Hewastold by hissister that Phatik wasa perpetua nuisance. Hewas|azy, disobedient,
and wild. But Makhan wasasgood asgold,. asquiet asalamb, and very fond of reading. Bishamber
kindly offered to take Phatik off hissister’shands and educate him with hisown childrenin Calcutta
Thewidowed mother readily agreed. When hisuncle asked Phatik if hewouldliketo goto Calcutta
with him, hisjoy knew no bounds, and hesaid : * Oh, yes, uncle!” inaway that madeit quite clear that
hemeant it.

ltwasanimmenserdief tothemother togetrid of Phatik. Shehad apreudiceagainst the boy,
and no lovewas| ost between thetwo brothers. Shewasin daily fear that he would someday either
drown Makhanintheriver, or break hishead in afight, or urge him oninto some danger. At the same
time shewasalittle distressed to see Phatik’ sextreme eagernessto leave hishome.

Phatik, assoon asall was settled, kept asking hisuncle every minute when they wereto start.
Hewason pinsall day long with excitement and lay awake most of the night. He bequeathed to
Makhan, in perpetuity, hisfishing-rod, hisbig kite, and hismarbles. Indeed at thistimeof departure, his
generosity towards M akhan was unbounded.

When they reached Calcutta, Phatik met hisaunt for the first time. She was by no means
pleased with thisunnecessary addition to her family. Shefound her own three boys quite enoughto
managewithout taking any oneelse. Andto bringavillagelad of fourteenintotheir midst, wasterribly
upsetting. Bishamber should redlly havethought twice before committing such anindiscretion.

* Now renamed Mumbai Kolkata respectively
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In thisworld there is no worse nuisance than a boy at the age of fourteen. Heis neither
ornamental nor useful. Itisimpossibleto shower affectiononhimasonasmaler boy ; and heisaways
gettingintheway. If hetalkswithachildishlispheiscaledababy, andif inagrow-upway heiscdled
impertinent. Infact, talk of any kind from himisresented. Then heisat the unattractive, growing age.
Hegrowsout of hisclotheswithindecent haste: hisface growssuddenly angular and unsightly. Itis
easy to excusethe shortcomingsof early childhood, but it ishard to tol erate even unavoidabl e lapses
inaboy of fourteen. Hebecomespainfully self-conscious, and when hetalkswith elderly peopleheis
either unduly forward, or else so unduly shy that he appears ashamed of hisown existence.

Yet, itisat thisagethat inhisheart of hearts, ayoung lad most cravesrecognitionand love; and
he becomesthe devoted dlave of any onewho shows him consideration. But none dare openly love
him, for that would be regarded as undue indulgence and therefore bad for the boy. So, what with
scolding and chiding, he becomesvery much likeastray dog that haslost its master.

Hisown homeistheonly paradisethat aboy of fourteen canknow. Toliveinastrangehouse
with strange peopleislittleshort of torture; whileitistheheight of blissto receivethekindlooksof
women and never to suffer their dights.

It wasanguish to Phatik to bean unwelcomeguest in hisaunt’shouse, constantly despised and
dighted by thiselderly woman. If sheever asked himto do anything for her, hewould be so overjoyed
that hisjoy would seem exaggerated ; and then shewould tell him not to be so stupid, but to get onwith
hislessons.

Therewas no more backward boy in the whol e school than Phatik. He gaped and remained
silent when theteacher asked him aquestion, and like an overladen ass patiently suffered the many
thrashingstha weremeted out to him. When other boyswereout at play, hestood wistfully by thewindow
and gazed at theroofsof thedigtant houses Andif by chanceheespied children playing ontheopenterrace
of aroof, hisheart would achewithlonging.

Oneday hesummoned up al hiscourage, and asked hisuncle, ‘ Uncle, when can| gohome?

Hisuncleanswered : ‘Wait till the holidayscome.’

But the holidayswould not cometill October and therewastill along timeto wait.

Oneday Phatik lost hislesson book. Evenwiththehelp of bookshehad foundit very difficult
to prepare hislesson. But, now, it becameimpossible. Day after day theteacher caned him unmercifully.
He became so abjectly miserablethat even hiscousinswere ashamed to own him. They begantojeer
and insult him morethan even the other boysdid. At last hewent to hisaunt and told her that hehad lost
hisbook.

Withanexpressonof thegreatest contempt sheburst out: * You grest, clumsy, country lout ! How
can| affordto buy you new booksfivetimesamonth, when | havemy ownfamily tolook after 7

That night, on hisway back from school, Phatik had abad headache and ashivering fit. Hefelt
that hewasgoing to havean attack of malaria. Hisonegreat fear wasthat he might beanuisanceto his
aunt.

Thenext morning Phatik was nowhereto be seen. Search inthe neighbourhood proved futile.
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Therain had been pouring in torrents all night, and those who went out to ook for the boy were
drenched tothe skin. At last Bishamber asked the policeto help him.

At nightfall apolicevan stopped at thedoor of the house. It wasstill raining and the streets
wereflooded. Two constables carried Phatik out in their armsand placed him before Bishamber. He
waswet through from head tofoot, covered with mud, while, hisface and eyeswereflushed withfever
and hislimbsweretrembling. Bishamber carried himin hisarmsand took himins dethehouse. When
hiswifesaw him sheexclamed : *What ahegp of troublethisboy hasgivenus! Hadn't you better send
himhome?

Phatik heard her wordsand sobbed aloud : * Uncle, | wasjust going home; but they dragged
meback again.’

Thefever rapidly increased, and throughout the night the boy was ddlirious. Bishamber brought
inadoctor. Phatik opened hiseyes, and looking up to the ceiling said vacantly : ‘ Uncle, haven't the
holidayscomeyet 7

Bishamber wiped thetearsfrom hiseyesand took Phatik’ sthin burning handsin hisown and
sat by hissidethrough the night. Again the boy began to muitter, till at last hisvoicerosealmost toa
shriek : “Mother " hecried, ‘don’t beat melikethat ...... Mother! | amtelling thetruth.’

Thenext day Phatik, for ashort time, became conscious. Hiseyeswandered round theroom
asif heexpected someoneto come. At last, withanair of disappointment, hishead sank back onthe
pillow. With adeep sigh heturned hisfacetothewall.

Bishamber read histhoughts, and bending down hishead whispered : * Phatik, | have sent for
your mother.’

Theday dragged on. The doctor said in atroubled voicethat the boy’s condition wasvery
criticd.

Phatik begantocry out : ‘ By themark-threefathoms. By themark-four fathoms.” By themark.
Many timeshad he heard the sailorson theriver-steamerscaling out themark on thelead line. Now he
washimsalf plumbing anunfathomablesea.

Later intheday Phatik’ smother burst into theroom likeawhirlwind, and rocking herself to
andfrofrom sideto side, beganto moanand cry.

Bishamber tried to calm her, but sheflung herself onthebed, and cried : * Phatik, my darling,
my darling.’

Phatik stopped hisrestlessmovementsfor amoment. Hishands ceased beating up and down.
Hesaid: ‘Ehtrs ?

Themother cried again: * Phatik, my darling, my darling.’

Very dowly Phatik’seyeswandered, but he could no longer seethe peoplearound hisbed. At
last hemurmured : * Mother, the holidayshave come.’

Rabindranath Tagore
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Glossary :
ringleader (noun) : theleader inany prank or mischief.
Phatik wastheringleader of theboysinthevillage.
mud-flat (noun) : stretch of muddy land
Hegot stuck in the mud-flat near hishouse.
unanimoudly (adv) : collectively, without opposition from anyone.
Hewaselected leader of the party unanimoudly.
sauntered (verb) : walked dowly and silently.
Thearrogant boy sauntered up to hisfather and started shouting.
timidly (adv) : couragelessly, in acowardly manner
Shetimidly said that she would obey as shewastold.
meditating (verb) : thinking deeply
Hewas meditating on hisfuture plans.
futility (noun) : uselessness.
A pessimistisconvinced of thefutility of lifeinthisworld.
furious(ad)) : very angry
Hewasfuriouswhen hewas not allowed to enter.
thrash (verb) : beat or flog
Theteacher thrashed the boy without much reason.
regal (ad)) : royal
Theprincewaswearing aregal dress.
carryout (verb) : fulfill, perform
You must carry out theordersof your father.
crigs(noun) : difficult time
Heisupset asheispassingthroughacrisis.
fertilebrain (noun) : brain capableof plenty of thoughts.
Hisfertilebrainisfull of new ideas.
manoeuvre (noun) : clever plan
Thearmy displayed some excellent manoeuvres and impressed everybody on the scene.
discomfit (verb) : annoy
Hisfoolish behaviour discomfited mealot.
amusement (noun) : happiness, entertainment
The show wasfull of funand amusement.
earthly (ad)) : worldly
Hisearthly waysshow hishumility.
peril (noun) : danger
You must know theperilsinvolvedinthisproject.
glory (noun) : fame
Theglory of thegreat never fades.
shouted themsel ves hoar se (verb) : shouted excitedly until their voi cesbecamerough.
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The boys shouted themsel ves hoar sewith delight.
blind (adj) : unreasonable
Heisblindtohisownfaults.
impotent rage (noun) : helplessanger
Heonly shouted in impotent rage but could do nothing.
sheepish (adj) : embarrassed
Shefelt very sheepish when shewasproved to bealiar.
perpetual (adj) : never ending
Your absencefrom homewill be aperpetual problem.
nibble (verb) : to chew
Shewasnibbling at her nailswhen theteacher told her to behave properly intheclass.
indignantly (adv) : annoyingly
The servant answered back indignantly that hewould liketo quit.
sullenly (adv) : with abad temper, sulkily
Sheonly sullenly told her father that shewould giveup al contactswith her friend.
stick to (verb) : continuedoing
You should stick to your promise.
exhausted (verb) : extremely tired
| wastotally exhausted after theday’swork. All therationswere exhausted by theend of the
month.
vigour (noun) : force
You should work with full vigour to achieve success.
nuisance (verb) : trouble
Thisnaughty boy isaperpetua nuisanceintheclass.
prejudice (noun) : bias
You should have no prejudice against manual work.
urgehiminto (verb) : get himinvolved
| shall urgehimintotaking interest in hisjob.
distressed (verb) : disturbed
Shewasdistressed at hispoor condition.
onpins: extremely uneasy
Theyoung boy wasall thetime on pinswhen hewaswaiting for histurn.
bequeathed (verb) : left behind, presented
She bequeathed her belongingsto her sister before sheleft homefor good.
in perpetuity (adv) : for ever
Hegave her all her property in perpetuity before sheleft for USA.
unbounded (adj) : unlimited
Thismother hasan unbounded lovefor her only son.
upsetting (adj) : disturbing
It was quite upsetting to learn that she had lost her wedding ring.

50



anguish (noun) : deep mental pain
| had to suffer alot of anguish during thosedifficult days.
despised (verb) : held in contempt
| despised hishabit of postponing things.
meted out (verb) : gave
The punishment meted out to him wasgreater than the crime he committed.
espied (verb) : saw
The policeman espied thethief running away and got him captured.
abjectly miserable (adj) : extremely miserable
Shewaslivinginan abjectly miserable condition after the death of her husband.
to own (verb) : to claim belonging
| ownabig houseontheMall.
jeer (verb) : mock, abusing vocally
Peoplejeered at himwhen hefailed to giveagood performance on the stage.
lout (noun) : ill-mannered person
No body likesthewaysof that country lout.
torrent (noun) : heavy downpour
Abigtorrent of rainflooded thecity innotime.
flushed (adj) : reddened
| found him flushed with anger when hefailed to convince hisfather.
ddirious(adj) : suffering fromillusions, semi-conscious
Phatik wasin adelirious state when hismother cameto seehim.
read histhoughts: understood hisfeelings
Themother could easily read thethoughtsof her son even though he kept quiet.
critical (adj) : very serious
Hewasinacritical state before hedied.
by the mark - three fathomsetc : thisis how sailors measure the depth of water
The water was three fathoms deep.
fathom (noun) : measureof six feet
lead line (noun) : pieceof lead attached to theend of astring to measurethe depth of water.
The sailor measured the depth of water with alead line.
plumbing (verb) : measuring out
Theofficial isplumbing out thedepth of thehole.
whirlwind (noun) : spiral windstorm
Hewas caught inawhirlwind but was saved by timely action.
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES
A. Comprehension Questions

(i) Answer thefollowing questionsin your own wor ds:

H
=

1.
12.
13.

©WooNOOA~AWDNE

Who was Phatik ?

What wasthe new mischief Phatik thought of ?

Why were Phatik and hisfriendsannoyed with Makhan ?

What was Phatik’s‘ new manoeuvre' ?

Why did Phatik beat M akhan eveninthe presence of hismother?

Was Makhan speaking thetruth ?

Why did Phatik’smother want to send him away to her brother’shouse ?
How was Phatik received by hisaunt ?

Why couldn’t Phatik dowell at school in Calcutta?

How did Phatik'saunt behave on learning about thelossof hisbook ?
What wastheimmediate reason for Phatik’sdeparturefrom hisuncle' shouse ?
Why did Bishamber send for hissister ?

What were Phatik’slast words ?

(if) Answer thefollowing questionsin about 50 wor dseach :

1.
2. Why does Bishamber want to take Phatik to Calcutta?
3.

4. Writeacharacter-sketch of

5.
6.

How does Phatik feel when heisat Calcutta?

Whoisresponsiblefor Phatik’ sdeath ?

a. Bishamber b. Makhan

C. Phatik’saunt d. Phatik’smother
Giveapen-portrait of Phatik.

Describethe quarrel between Phatik and Makhan.

(iii) Tick (¥) thecorrect statementsasfound in thelesson :

1. Phatik loved hisbrother Makhan.

2. Phatik wasaperpetua nuisanceto hismother.
3. Bishamber wantedto help hissiter.

4. Phatik waswelcomed by hisaunt.

5.

Phatik’scousinstoo madefun of him.

B. Vocabulary Exercises

(i) Fill intheblankswith adjectiveformsof thefollowingwords:

futility adirium
philosophy dignity fertility

1. Phatikhada............. brain.

2. Hebehavedina............. manner.

3. Heknewthatitwasa......... attempt.
4. Bynighthehadbecome..............

5. Makhansatonthelogina........ mood.



(i) Matchthewordsin Column A with their oppositesin ColumnB :

(i) Makhan was*asgood asgold’. Completethefollowing expressionsin thesameway :

11 (i)

No oA ®wWN PR

A B
unanimoudy gpplaud
timidy liked
futile take, receive
furious invigorated
fertile individualy
eathly boldly
impotent useful
exhausted barren
bequeath cdm
despised heavenly
jeer potent

1. aswhiteas..........
2. asblackas..........
3. asinnocentas..........
4. asobstinateas..........
5. asgentleas..........

C. Grammar Exercises

Fill in theblankswith thecorrect verb form of theitalicized words:
All Indiansshouldtryto........... their motherland.

Makhansatand........... inacorner.
Phatik wasnot ..... by Makhan'santics.
Motherwas........... at Phatik’sways.
Phatik’spatiencewasalready ...........
Phatik’saunt constantly ........ him.
Oneday he........ his patience.

(i) Fill intheblankswith suitablearticles:

1

No gk~ wbd

........ Gangais.......... sacredriver.
Hereads........... Bibleevery day.
Themanstruck ........ match.
Whereis........ money to comefrom ?
Hebegan........ seriesof experiments.
lwason.......... officid visit.
Therewas.......... elephant ontheroad.
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Fill in the blankswith the passiveformsof theverbsgiven in italicsto completethe
following sentences:

Childrenweremaking anoise. ThePrincipa was........... (inform)
Thisletter should ........... (post)
Heisnotwell ; he.......... tothehospital. (take)
Thechildiscrying;itshould......... (help)
Itisgetting dark ; theshop......... (close)

Put proper punctuation marksin thefollowing passageand usecapital letter swherever
necessary :

theeffect of booksistwo fold books preserve knowledgeintimeand spread it in space suppose
for examplethat youthink of animportantideaor abeautiful poem unlessyou canwriteit down
your ideaor poemwill probably die.

D. Pronunciation Practice

Check up the pronunciation of thefollowingwordsinthedictionary and say themaoud:

sugar tobacco soot
tomb colleague menu
career acohal grammar
iron cadre dimb
colond echo woman

Don't you think you should learn phonetic symbol sto be ableto read the correct pronunciation of
wordsfromthedictionary ?

E. Creative Writing and Extended Reading

Write a paragraph on the psychology of the working of the mind of aboy at the age of
fourteen. (Refer to the parabeginning with : Inthisworld thereis....)
Do youremember any particular incident of your childhood?Writeafew linesabout what you
remember.
Read thefollowing storiesby R.N. Tagore:

a. TheKabuliwalah

b. ThePostmaster

c. TheChild'sReturn
Doyou seeany similarity between these stories ? Discussit with someof your class-fellows
inthe presence of your teacher.
Why doyou (or don’'t you, in case) likethe story, The Home-Coming ? Discusswith some of
your classfellows.
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5.  Writeaparagraphon:
i. East or West, Homeisthe Best.
ii. Roleof Parental LoveintheLifeof aChild

Just alittlefun:
A Turk named Abdullah Ben Barum
Had sixty-fivewivesin hisharem.
When hisfavouritehorsedied,
“Mighty Allah,” hecried,
“Takeafew of my wives. | can spare‘em.”

COR R K )
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(iv) Razia, theTigress

[ The present poem sketches before the reader aworld of fast depleting natural resources which
isthreatening the wildlife around us. Razia, the tigress, isworried for her partner and two cubs
who, like many other tiger cubs, are in danger of being poached and killed. The poem also
shows how man has usurped all land and how he has plundered his natural resources. This has
threatened both the wildlife as well as human life and environment.

ThetigressRazialivesaone.

Her two cubshaven't yet been named.
Sheru barely played withthem

And now he’'sgone, O what ashame!

Sheruwas an expert on winds,

Knew how they traversed dae and hill,
Andwherethey put up for the night
Whennoleaf stirredand al wasstill.

Heknew hiswinds, their trafficlanes!
Heknew thedeer would smell him out,
If they weredown-wind.

So hewould belly-crawl and crouch

Andtakealong circular route,
Hiding behind bush and shrub

Once heknew hisscent won't carry,
Inaflash hewould erupt.

(Deer hadn’t sniffed that thick and musty
Smell of hiswhich peopledubbed
Astiger-scent.) Hegot the stag,

Hisclaw fdl likeagiant club

On neck and antler-both were crushed
Now Sheru’sgone. Not any more

Do peoplefear hisdreaded spoor,
Pug-marked ontheforest floor.

Grief andfear start competing

In Razid sheart. With Sheru gone,
Will the hyenashound her cubs?
Cansheleavethelittleonesalone,
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When she goeshunting flesh and bone ?
ThetigressRazialivesinfear.

A greater dread, whenwill again

The poacherswith their gunsappear ?

Keki N Daruwalla

[Keki N Daruwallaisa great contemporary Indian poet. Hewasbornin Lahorein 1937 and was
educated at Government College, Ludhiana. He currently livesin New Delhi. Heisthewinner of
the Sahitya Akademi and Commonwealth Poetry Awards. He is praised for his bitter, satiric
tone, which israther exceptional in Indian poetry in English.]

Glossary :

traversed —travelled

dale —vdley

stirred —moved

shrub —small, lowtree
erupt —jump, comeup
dubbed —described
dreaded —feared

spoor —animal scent.
poachers —animd hunters

Enjoying the Poem:

1

N RN

Rewritethe poem'Razia, the Tigress in prose, with one sentencefor each stanza.
Writeasummary of thepoem'Razia, theTigress.
What isthethemeof thepoem'Razia, the Tigress ?
Why doesRazia, the Tigressliveaone?
What was Sheru’sexpertise?
What happened to Sheru ?
What are Razia sfears?
What kind of acreaturewas Sheru—
(& coward
(b) shrewd hunter
(©) lazy
(d) timid
Rhyming wordsarethosewordswhich endin smilar sounds. Somerhymingwordsare’ branch
—avdanche', ‘prayer—air’, ‘hound—found' . Writetwo pairsof rhymingwordseachfromthe
last two stanzasof the poem.

O o% o% o%
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7 TheMaking of the Earth

[ Jawaharlal Nehru (1889-1964) was a prolific writer. He was an original thinker and
had great insight. Hisfamous books are * Glimpses of World History’ and ‘ Discovery of India’

Thissmall pieceisan extract fromNehru's* Lettersfroma Father to His Daughter which
he wrote to his daughter Indirain the summer of 1928 when she was at Mussoorie. This bunch
of 30 letters contains essential facts of evolution of man beginning from the making of the
earth to the great age of The Ramayana and The Mahabharata. In this letter Nehru begins by
defining the solar system to which our earth belongs. He goes on to differentiate between a
planet and a star. He later talks of the breaking away of the earth from the sun, the breaking
away of the moon from the earth, the gradual cooling of the earth and the moon, the
condensation of vapours on the surface of the earth and the formation of the great oceans.]

You know that the earth goesround the sun and the moon goesround the earth. You know aso
perhapsthat there are severa other bodieswhich like the earth go round the sun. All these, including
our earth, arecalled planetsof thesun. Themooniscalled asatelliteof theearth becauseit hangson
toit. Theother planetshave a so got their satellites. The sun and the planetswith their satellitesforma
happy family. Thisiscalled the solar system. Solar meansbel onging to the sun, and the sun being the
father of al the planets, thewholegroupiscalled the Solar System.

At night you seethousandsof starsinthesky. Only afew of thesearetheplanetsandtheseare
really not called starsat all. Can you distinguish between aplanet and astar ? Theplanetsarereally
quitetiny, likeour earth, compared to the stars but they ook bigger in the sky becausethey aremuch
nearer to us. Just asthemoonwhichis, inredity quiteababy, looks so big becauseitisquitenear tous.
But therea way to distinguishthe starsfrom the planetsisto seeif they twinkleor not. Starstwinkle,
planetsdo not. That isbecause the planetsonly shinebecausethey get thelight of our sun. Itisonly the
sunshineon the planetsor themoon that wesee. Therea starsarelikeour sun. They shineof themsdlves
becausethey arevery hot and burning. Inredlity our sunitsaf isastar, only it looksbigger asitisnearer
andweseeit asagreat ball of fire.

Sothat our earth belongstothefamily of thesun—thesolar system. Wethink theearthisvery
biganditisbig compared to our tiny selves. It takesweeks and monthsto go from onepart of itto
another eveninafast train or steamer. But although it seemsso bigtousitisjust likeaspeck of dust
hangingintheair. Thesunismillionsof milesaway and the other starsare evenfarther away.

Astronomers, those peoplewho study the stars, tell usthat long-long ago theearth and all the
planetswerepart of thesun. Thesunwasthenasitisnow amassof flaming matter, terribly hot.
Somehow littlebitsof the sun got looseand they shot out into theair. But they could not wholly get rid
of their father, thesun. Itwasasif aropewastied to them and they kept whirling round thesun. This
strangeforce, which | have compared to arope, issomething which attractslittlethingsto greet. It isthe
forcewhich makesthingsfal by their weight. Theearth being thebiggest thing neer us, attractseverything
wehave.
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Inthisway our earth also shot out from the sun. It must have been very hot, withterrible hot
gasesandair al aroundit, but asit wasvery much smaller than the sun, it started to cool. Thesunaso
isgettinglesshot but it will take millionsof yearsto cool down. The earth took much lesstimeto coal.
Whenitwashoat, of course, nothing couldlive onit—noman or animal or plant or tree. Everything
would have been burnt up then.

Just asabit of the sun shot out and becamethe earth, soaso abit of theearth shot out and
became the moon. Many peopl e think that the moon cameout of the great hollow whichisnow the
Pacific Ocean, between Americaand Japan.

So the earth started to cool. It took along time over it. Gradually the surface of the earth
became cooler although the interior remained very hot. Even now if you go down acoa mineit
becomes hotter and hotter asyou go down. Probably if you could go down deep enough insidethe
earth youwouldfindit red hot. The moon also started to cool and because it was much smaller than
eventheearth it cooled more quickly thanthe earth. It looks delightfully cool, doesit not ?Itiscalled
the* cold moon”. Perhapsitisfull of glaciersandicefields.

Whentheearth cooled all thewater vapour intheair condensed into water and probably came
downasrain. It must haverained atremendous|ot then. All thiswater filled the great hollowsinthe
earth and so the great oceans and seaswere formed.

Asthe earth became cooler and the oceans a so became cool er, it became possiblefor living
thingsto exist ontheearth’ssurfaceorinthesea....

Jawahar Lal Nehru

Glossary :
planet : (noun) aheavenly body that rotatesround the sun, e.g. Mercury, Venus, Earth, etc.
Earthisaplanet. Jupiter isthe biggest planet in the solar system.
satellite : (noun) an electronic devicethat is sent into the space and that movesround the earth ; a
natural object that movesaround alarger object in space.
Moonisanatural satellite of theearth.
speck: (houn) asmall piece
A speckof dustirritated her eye.
astronomer : (noun) ascientist who studies sun, moon, starsetc.
An astronomer uses atel escopeto seethe heavenly bodies.
hollow : (adj) having ahole or empty spaceinside.
Thetreetrunk washollowinside.
condense: (verb) becomethicker
Water condensed into snow with thefall intemperature.
tremendous: (adj) huge and remarkable
A tremendousamount of hard work isrequired tofinish thisproject.
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES

A. Comprehension Questions

I. (i) Answer thefollowing questions:
1. What areplanets?
Definesolar system.
How can you distinguish between planetsand stars ?
Why dothestarstwinkle ?
How wasearth formed ?
How were oceansand seasformed ?

(i) Answer in 50-60 wor ds:
1. Writeashort note onthemakingof theearth.
2. Writeashort note on the happy family of thesun.
B. Vocabulary Exercises

o vk wdN

(i) Look at thefollowing sentences:
Themooniscalled thesatelliteof theearth becauseit hangsontoit.
Inthisway our earth a so shot out from the sun.
Theitdicized verbsfollowed by prepositionsare called phrasal verbs.
Now fill in theblankswith thegiven prepositionsmaking appropriate phrasal verbs:

into  off out on down

a. Helived....... milk for two months.

b. Pleaseturn....... thelightsbeforeyou dleep.

c. Thethievesbroke...... of theprison.

d. Thethievestriedtobreak ....... the houseto steal.
e. Shefell ....... and broke her leg.

(i) Fillintheblanksselecting suitablewordsfrom thegivenlist :

fraction centre beginning

extends comprehension cdculaion

induding advancement entire

exigs
Everything......... inspace. But what exactly is spaceis something beyond human imagination and
......... .Itisaso beyond mathematical ......... Wedo not know for surehow far space.......... . It
doesnot havea.......... And it doesnot havean end. It wasearlier believed that the earth wasthe
......... of theuniverseandthat al heavenly bodies, ......... thesun, revolved aroundit. With the
......... of scienceand technology, it wasknown that the sun wasthe centreof the solar system and
thatthe........ solar system occupiesjustatiny ....... of spaceintheentireuniverse.



C. Grammar Exercises

() Fillintheblanksusingthecorrect infinitiveor participle:

1. Doyouregret........ your exams ? (tofail/failing/tofailing)
2. Wouldyoulike...... tothetheatrewithme? (to go/going/to going)
3. Wouldyoumind...... tothetheatrewithme? (to go/going/to going)
4. Thesoldiersgetused....... inthejungle. (tolive/ toliving/living)
5. Heused...... inthejungle. (tolive/toliving/living)
6. Doyoumind........ until I havefinished my work ? (towait/ waiting/towaiting)
7. Doyouwant...... thenew shopping mall ? (tovigt/vidgting/tovisting)

(i) Fill intheblankswith suitablearticles:

So—earth started to coal. It took— ong timeover it. Gradual ly—surface of—earth become cooler
although—interior remained very hot. Evennow if you go down—coal mineit becomes hotter and

hotter asyou go down. Probably if you could go down deep enough inside—earth youwould find it
red hot.

D. Pronunciation Practice

Thepast morpheme—ed ispronouncedinthreeways

a /d/
b. /1d/
c. It/
Read thefollowing words now with the correct sound at thefinal position.
a bagged b. wanted C. pushed
played headed laughed
tried heated passed
clubbed waded hushed
breathed waited booked

E. Creative Writing and Extended Reading

=

Read Pandit Jawahar La Nehru's* L ettersfrom aFather to aDaughter’. How doyoufindit ?

2.  Readthebiography of Pandit Jawahar La Nehru and describe Pt. Nehru (i) asapolitical
leader (ii) asascholar and (iii) asahumanist.

3.  Nameadl theplanetsof the Solar System.

4.  Writeaparagraphon: Anlmaginary Triptothe Moon.

Just alittlefun ;

Thereoncewasagirl of New York,
Whose body waslighter than cork ;

She had to befed
For six weeks upon lead, o AR
Before she went out for awalk. IrFCHAU
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8 TheRuleof The Road

[A.G Gardiner (1855-1946) wrote his essays under the pen name of Alpha. His essays
remind us of ‘pleasant things, sunshine and mirth, laughter and peace’. They are, in fact, a
commentary on the Art of living. The Rule of the Road discusses the important issue of rights
and responsibilitiesin social life. The rights of oneindividual end where the rights of another
begin. The writer has brought this point through some interesting anecdotes.]

That wasajolly story which Mr Arthur Ransometold the other day in one of hismessages
from Petrograd. A stout old lady waswal king with her basket downthemiddleof astreetin Petrograd
tothegreat confusion of thetraffic and withnosmall peril to herself. 1t was pointed out to her that the
pavement wasthe placefor foot passengers, but shereplied: ‘1I’m going towak wherel like. We' ve
got liberty now.” It did not occur to thedear old lady that if liberty entitled thefoot passenger towalk
downthemiddleof aroad, it also entitled the car driver to drive on the pavement, and that the end of
such liberty would beuniversa chaos. Everybody would begetting in everybody € se' sway and nobody
would get anywhere. Individud liberty would have become social anarchy.

Thereisadanger of theworld getting liberty-drunk in these daysliketheold lady with the
basket, anditisjust aswell to remind ourselvesof what theruleof theroad means. It meansthat in
order that thelibertiesof al may be preserved, thelibertiesof everybody must be curtailed. Whenthe
policeman, say at Piccadilly Circus, stepsinto themiddleof theroad and putsout hishand, heisthe
symbol not of tyranny, but of liberty. You may not think so. You may, beinginahurry and seeing your
motor car pulled up by thisinsolenceof office, fed that your liberty hasbeen outraged. How darethis
fellow interferewith your freeuseof the public highway ? Then, if you areareasonable person, you
will reflect that if hedid not, incidentally, interferewith you hewould interferewith no one, and the
result would bethat Piccadilly Circuswould beamaglstrom that you would never crossat dl. You have
submitted to acurtailment of privateliberty inorder that you may enjoy asocial order which makes
your liberty aredlity.

Liberty isnot apersona affair only, but asocial contract. Itisanaccommodation of interests.
In matterswhich do not touch anybody else’sliberty, of course, | may beasfreeasl like. If 1 choose
to go down the Strand in adressing-gown withlong hair and barefeet, who shall raise an objection ?
You haveliberty to laugh at me, but | haveliberty to beindifferent toyou. Andif | haveafancy for
dyeing my hair, or waxing my moustache or wearing atall hat, afrock-coat and sandal's, or going to bed
lateor getting up early, | shal follow my fancy and ask no man’spermission.

Inall these and athousand other detailsyou and | please ourselvesand ask no one'sleave. We
have awhole kingdom in which werulea one, can do what we choose, bewiseor ridiculous, harsh or
easy, conventional or odd. But directly we step out of that kingdom, our personal liberty of action
becomesqualified by other peopl €' sliberty. | might liketo practiseontheguitar from midnight till three
inthemorning. If | went ontothetopof ahill todoit, I could pleasemyself, butif | doitoutinthe
streets, the neighbourswill remind methat my liberty to play on aguitar must not interferewith their
liberty todeepinquiet. Therearealot of peopleintheworld, and | haveto accommodate my liberty
totheir liberties. Weareadll liabletoforget thisand, unfortunately, we are much more consciousof the
imperfectionsof othersinthisrespect than of our own.
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| gotintoarailway carriage a acountry station the other morning and settled down for what the
school-boyswould call anhour’s‘ swot’ at aBlue-book. | wasnot reading it for pleasure. Thetruthis
that | never do read Blue-booksfor pleasure. | read them asalawyer readsabrief, for thevery humble
purposeof turning an honest penny out of them. Now, if you arereading abook for pleasureit doesn't
matter what isgoing on around you. | think | could enjoy areally good novel even inthemidst of an
earthquake.

But when you arereading athing asatask, you need reasonablequiet, and that iswhat | didn’t
get, for a the next stationin cameacoupleof men, oneof whom, talked to hisfriendfor therest of the
journey inaloud and pompousvoiceon any and every subject under the sun.

If 1 had asked him to be good enoughtotalk inalower tone, | daresay hewould havethought
| wasavery rudefellow. It did not occur to him that anybody could have anything better to do thanto
listentohim, and | have no doubt heleft the carriage convinced that everybody init had, thanksto him,
had avery illuminating journey, and would carry away apleasing impression of hisgreat knowledge.
Hewasobvioudy awdl-intentioned person. Thething that waswrong with himwasthat he had not the
socia sense. Hewasnot *aclubbableman’.

A reasonable consideration for therightsor feelingsof othersisthefoundation of social
conduct.

Let ustaketheguitar asanillustration again. A man who wantsto learnto play onitisentitled
tolearnitin hisown house, even though heisanuisanceto hisneighbours, but itishisbusinessto make
the nuisance asdight aspossible. Hemust practisein theattic and shut thewindow. Hehasnoright to
stin hisfront room, open thewindow, and blow hisnoiseinto hisneighbours' earswith the maximum
of violence. You areinterferingwith thelibertiesof your neighboursif youdon’t dowhat you canto
limit the noiseto your own household. Your neighbours may prefer to havetheir Sunday afternoon
undisturbed, and it isasgreat animpertinencefor you towilfully trespasson their peace asit would be
to go, unasked, into their gardensand trampleon their flower beds.

Therearecases, of course, wheretheclash of libertiesseemsto defy compromise. My dear
old friend X, who livesin West End Square and who is an amazing mixture of good nature and
irascibility, fliesinto apass on when he hearsastreet piano, and rushesout to order it away. But nearby
livesadistinguished lady of romantic picaresquetastes, who doteson street pianos, and attractsthem
aswaspsareattractedtoajar of jam. Whoseliberty inthiscase should surrender to the other ? For the
likeof me, | cannot say. Itisasreasonableto like street pianosasto dislikethem and viceversa. |
would give much to hear Sancho Panza's' solution of suchaniceriddle.

| supposethefact isthat we can be neither complete anarchistsnor complete socidistsinthis
complex world. We must be ajudicious mixture of both. We have both libertiesto preserve our
individual liberty and our socid liberty. | shall not permit any authority to say that my child must goto
thisschool or that, shall specializein scienceor arts, shall play cricket or soccer. Thesethingsare
persond. Butif | proceed to say that my child shall haveno education at dl, that he shall be brought up
asaprimeva savage, or at Mr Fagins academy for pickpockets, then society will politely but firmly tell
methat it hasno usefor primeval savagesand avery stern objection to pickpockets, and that my child
must haveacertainminimumof educationwhether | likeit or not. | cannot havetheliberty to benuisance
tomy neighboursor make my child aburden and adanger to the commonweslth.

Itisinthesmall mattersof conduct, intheobservanceof theruleof theroad, that we pass
judgment upon oursdlves, and declarethat wearecivilized or uncivilized. Thegreat momentsof heroism
and sacrificearerare. Itisthelittlehabitsof commonplaceintercoursethat make up thegreat sum of
lifeand sweeten or makebitter thejourney. I hopemy friend intherailway carriagewill reflect onthis.

*a character in Cervantes' novel Don Quixote
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Glossary :
universal chaos (noun) : total disorder
If wetalk of rightsandignoreour dutiesit would create auniversal chaos.
peril (noun) : danger
Her lifeinthat hostilehouseisin great peril.
jolly (adj) : funny, very interesting, happy and cheerful
All of theboyswereinajolly and relaxed mood at the party.
anarchy (noun) : astate of lawlessnessand disorder (usually resulting from afailure of government )
Wewitnessed astate of completeanarchy inour country at thetimeof partition.
curtail (verb) : toreduce, cut short
Wewant to curtail thetotal monthly expenditureof our family.
tyranny (noun) : unfair and strict control over someone
Hewished to escapefrom thetyranny of hisstep-father.
insolent (adj) : rude and showing no respect
Hissonisnot only naughty but insolent too.
swot (verb) : to study alot inashort time asbeforean exam
| wasbusy swotting for my Civicsexamination.
pompous (adj) : trying to make peoplethink you are very important, self important, foolishly serious
and grand
Our boss gave apompous speech in the party. Nobody likesyour pompousways.
swagger (noun) : bully, frighten with threats or domineering manner.
He appeared to beaman of immense swagger.
banal (adj) : ordinary and not interesting
It wasabanal write-up.
irascibility (noun) : rudeness, an angry temper
Hisirascibility isthecauseof hisfrequent quarrelswith hiswife.
doteon (verb) : loveor likeexcessively
Thenew principal hasno hold on the situation because heisdoting on some sycophantsand
flatterersonly.

trespass (verb) : to gointo someone’s privateland without permission
It waswritten ontheboard : ‘ Trespassing isprohibited’.

savage (ad)) : very cruel and violent
The punishment given to John seemed alittletoo savage.

primeval savage (noun) : an uncivilized brute belonging to the earliest ages.
Man hasevolved along way from aprimeval savage to becomethe master of universe.

nuisance (noun) : problem, something that causes annoyance
| cannot tol erate this nuisance of adog inthe house.

judicious(adj) : intelligent, wise
Hisjudicioushandling of the case saved the situation from getting worse.
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LANGUAGE EXERCISES
A. Comprehension Questions

Answer thefollowing questionsin your own wor ds.

Why wasthe stout old lady walking down themiddleof aroad ?

How wasthe stout old lady mistaken about liberty ?

What doesthe policeman at Piccadilly Circussymbolize?

Canwedowhatever wefed likedoing ?

What wasthewriter reading during thejourney ?

Why did thewriter of ‘ The Ruleof theRoad’ need areasonable silencein the compartment?
Who disturbed thewriter of ‘ The Rule of theRoad’ ?

What wastheintruding passenger talking of ?

What isthebasisof socia contract ?

‘“We should beajudiciousmixtureof both.” What doesthewriter of "The Rule of the Road'
mean by hisstatement ?

Answer thefollowing questionsin your own wor dsin 30-50 wor ds.

What isthethemeof theessay ‘ TheRuleof theRoad’ ?Explain.

Describe, inyour ownwords, how thewriter wasdisturbed during histrainjourney.
‘Liberty isnot apersonal affair only, but asocial contract.” Explain.

B. Vocabulary Exercises
M atch the phrasesin column A with their meaningin column B.

A B

pointed out

toignore

of course

tothink about

tohaveafancy for

tocometomind

tobeindifferentto

to comeout quickly

to occur

without doubt

tolook after

showed, explained

toflyintoapassion

tohavealiking for

torush out

to go mad

toreflecton

totakecareof

(i)

1.

Add the correct suffixes to the words given in the brackets and fill in the blanks,

choosingwordsfromthelist given below :

dom,

ful, _ ness, hood.

Wemust work hardforour ............ (free)




2. Thedifference between madnessand........... (wise) ismeasured by success.

3. Humanjourney from........ (child)to........... (man) isfull of surprises.
4. ... (truthful) isessentid for ........ (swest) inlife.
S (parent) isan art.
6. ... (happy) isanintrinsic quality.
@iy Fillintheblankswith suitablewor dsfrom amongst thosegiven in thebox :
eccentric despised lantern
followed guestions blew
tub pressed
ThereoncelivedinAthensavery wise man called Diogenes. Hewasan ............ fellow. To
show people how he........... weath and luxury, helived in an old tub. One day he cameto the
market—placewithalighted ........ inbroad daylight. Helooked at theface of everyonehemet withhis
lantern. People............ him wondering asto what he was searching. But he did not answer their
......... .Atlasthe......... outhislanternandwentintohis......... When people....... himfor an

answer hereplied, “1 waslooking for an honest man ; but thereisnot asinglesuchmaninal Athens.”
C. Grammar Exercises

(i) Punctuatethefollowing sentences:
a. butwhyisntitabsurdi persistedi can buy asmany thingsasi like hereplied.
b. Johnsaidi aninahurry and cant sparetime.
phatik wasfurioushecriedif youdon't get downthisminutei Il thrashyou.
what an easy paper said ashok wasit set by akind examiner.
ontuesday the primeminister of afghanistanwouldreach India

® oo

(i) Rearrangethefollowingwordsand phrasesto form meaningful sentences:
game/is/ glorious/ Cricket/a/ of / uncertainties.

a/ city / very [ large/ Mumbai / is.

has/ thirty-nine/ Jupiter / satellites/ the/ planet/in/ solar / system/ largest / the.
imaginary / line/ equator / equal / halves/ earth/into/ that / divides/ the/ two/an/is/ the.

Qo oo

@iy Fillintheblankswith correct form of theverb givenin brackets:

a. Sitar maestro Pandit Ravi Shankar ...................... (nominate) for thisyear’s Grammy
Awardfor hisalbum Full Circle.
b. Thisisthefourthtimehe............. (nominate) for themusic world’ stop award.
. Shankar.......... (already won) two Grammy Awards.
d. ‘Full Circle’,whichwas........... (record) in October 2000, ............ (feature) Shankar’s

rendering of thenight ragaKaushi Kanhara
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D. Pronunciation Practice

Theplura morpheme - e(s) ispronounced inthreeways:
alzl
b./iz/
c./sl

Read thefollowing words now with the correct sound at thefinal position :

a bags b. washes C. caps
heads benches books
breathes judges laughs
flies asses cats
plays Kisses jumps

E. Creative Writing and Extended Reading

1. Read Norman Vincent Peale’ sbook The New Art of Living. List ten guidelinesthat should
help manto livebetter.

2. Writeaparagraphon:
I. Rightsand Duties Go Together
il. Vdueof DisciplineinLife
il Individua Liberty vs Socid Responsibility

Just alittlefun:
Therewasayoung person from Perth,
Who wasborn ontheday of hisbirth.
Hewasmarried, they say,
Onhiswife' swedding day,
And died when he quitted thisearth.
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(V) WheretheMind isWithout Fear

[This poem is an earnest prayer to God where the poet prays to God to bless his motherland
with that awakening freedom which may drive away all fear, divisions among men, curbs on
knowledge and truth. He wants that God may bless his countrymen with reason, desire for
perfection and a freedom from dogma and inertia.]

Wherethemindiswithout fear and thehead isheld high;
Whereknowledgeisfree;
Wheretheworld has not been broken up into frag-ments by narrow domesticwalls;
Wherewordscomeout fromthedepth of truth;;
Wheretirelessstriving stretchesitsarmstowards perfection;
Wheretheclear stream of reason hasnot lost itsway into the dreary desert sand of dead habit ;
Wherethemindisled forward by Thee into ever-widening thought and action
Into that Heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.
Rabindranath Tagore

[Rabindranath Tagore was born in 1861 in an aristocratic family of Bengal. Tagore had no
formal education, yet he was a genius. In 1912, when he sailed to England, he translated some
of hispoems and plays for his English friends. The collection was published under the title of
‘The Gitanjali’ with an introduction by Yeats and won Tagore the Nobel Prize in Literature.
Tagore is the most versatile genius. He wrote poetry, drama, novel, short stories, essays and
literary criticism. He was an actor, an educationist and a social reformer. Heisrevered by every
Indian.]

Glossary :
fragments —parts
tireless —having great energy
striving —making gresat efforts
perfection —completion
dreary —dull

Enjoying the Poem:

1. Whatisthecentra ideaof thepoem ?

Writeasummary of thepoem.

What isthemeaning of theline‘whereknowledgeisfree ?
Why istheworld broken by narrow domestic walls ?What can we do about it ?
What doesthe poet desirefor hiscountry ?

Read some other poemsby R.N. Tagore. How do you find these ?
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